
-<rnm Brooklyn's Weekly Newspaper 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Including The Downtown News, Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill Paper and Fort Greene-Clinton Hill Paper 


^o^nsreal^^ 


Published weekly by Brooklyn Paper Publications at 26 Court St., Brooklyn, NY 1 1 242 Phone 71 8-834-9350 © Brooklyn Paper Publications • 1 8 pages 


e I M 

oklyn 
ers 


ling GO BROOKLYN • Vol.26, No. 33 BWN • August 18, 2003 • FREE 


Family: Cops 
attacked us 


Police bitten in July 4 melee 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Members of a Sunset 
Park family say they were 
roughed up outside their 
home by police officers 
from the 72nd Precinct — 
including the commanding 
officer — and then arrest- 


ed on trumped up charges 
of assault. Police say six 
officers were injured in the 
altercation, three with bite 
wounds. 

According to 62-year-old 
Margarita Acosta, Capt. Do- 
minic Gentile, commanding 
officer of the 72nd Precinct, 


and other officers from his 
precinct rolled up to theft 
home on 47th Street at Fifth 
Avenue at around 10 pm on 
My 4. 

Police say the officers had 
been responding to a report of 
fireworks going off but wound 
up approaching the Acostas 
about the noise from the radio. 
Police say they simply turned 
off the radio, leading to an ar- 
gument that turned physical. 

Five members of the family 
were arrested and four — Mar- 
garita Acosta, her son Jose 
Acosta, 38, daughter Elena 
Acosta, 35, and grandson Edgar 
Acosta, 16 — were charged 
with felony assault, resisting ar- 
rest and obstruction of justice. 
Margarita’s other daughter, 
Marisol Acosta, 39, was also ar- 
rested but was not charged. 

According to police reports, 
when Gentile asked that they 
turn down the music Elena 
Acosta jumped on him. Another 
officer claims she kicked him. 

Police charge that during 
the melee Edgar Acosta 
punched one of the officers 
and Jose Acosta shuck and bit 
police to thwart Elena’s arrest. 
See CONFRONTATION page 4 


Rob doomed 
Macy's of 37G 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police are investigating whether this weekend’s 
stickup of the Macy’s store at Atlantic Center was 
an inside job. 

While they are also investigating other leads, law en- 
forcement sources told The Brooklyn Papers that the pah 
of armed thieves may have had information on how much 
cash was on hand at the time of the robbery. 

At around 10:20 am, on Aug. 9, two masked men with 
guns entered the soon-to-be-closed Macy’s at 625 Atlantic 
Ave. off South Elliot Place. They pistol-whipped a securi- 
ty guard and then raided the store’s safe of about $37,000, 
police said. 

The guard was treated at the Brooklyn Hospital Center 
See MACY'S on page 9 



Towers to shine 

The "Tribute in Light," shown last year, will light up the night again this year and 
every year, on the anniversary of the 9-1 1 attacks, the mayor announced this week. 


THUMBS 

DOWN 

UA crowds hurting 
Court St eateries 

By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The United Artists Court Street cinema fare of “Gigli” 
and “Bad Boys II” is warding people off — but not from 
those movies’ awful reviews. Instead, area bistros, whose 
patrons are wary of the unruly crowds that congregate in 
front of the multiplex each weekend, are taking the hit, say 
some local restaurateurs. 

Grappa Cafe, on the comer of Court and State streets, closed its 
doors on Sunday with the intention of reinventing itself by Aug. 25 
as a faster, cheaper version of its elegant, well-reviewed restaurant. 

Owner Rob Caravello said it was a combination of the slug- 
gish economy, lack of neighborhood parking due to the loss of 
the Court- Atlantic municipal garage, and a dip in his bar business 
from the smoking ban that led him to recreate the restaurant, but 
many of Court Street’s other sit-down establishments blame the 
theater’s down-the-block lines and often disorderly crowds for 
keeping their patrons. 

The parking garage, on Court Street between State Street and 
Atlantic Avenue, closed around Memorial Day and has been de- 
molished. It will be replaced by a 12-story building, with ground- 
floor retail, about 600 underground, public parking spaces and 
250 apartments on the second through 12th floors. A 40,000- 
square-foot YMCA is also part of the proposal with an entrance 
on Atlantic Avenue. 

That will likely help rejuvenate the strip of Court Street — but 
not for at least two years. 

Nando Ghorchian, owner of the Acqua Italian diner, on Court 
Street between State and Schermerhom streets, said he has a thriving 
brunch and lunchtime crowd that goes quiet when the theater peaks. 

“It doesn’t really help,” Ghorchian said of the 12-screen cine- 
See THUMBS on page 9 



Children participate in a relay race during the Unity Task Force picnic at 
Owl's Head Park in Bay Ridge Sunday. 


Anti-Arab feelings 
surface in Ridge 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

One needn’t look further than 
Mike’s Place to see change is 
afoot in Bay Ridge. 

Although the Third Avenue diner 
first opened in 1982, serving over- 
stuffed sandwiches and breakfast plat- 
ters, its menu expanded two years ago 
to include traditional Middle Eastern 
food during evening hours, a reflec- 
tion of the neighborhood’s ever-grow- 
ing Arab- American community. 

Reda Eh, a night manager, said the 
restaurant closes briefly before 5 pm, 
and reopens shortly afterward — this 
time with the deh meat stored away and 
the shish kebab fixings ready to go. In- 
stead of pastrami, Eh serves homemade 
lamb shanks. Nix the roast beef, try 
some squab — that’s pigeon to the 


uninitiated. Still, business has fluctuat- 
ed, he said, because many of his cus- 
tomers have moved from New York. 

‘Tt used to be very popular here, but 
business is down,” said Eh, who predict- 
ed the nighttime fare wouldn’t last much 
longer. “There were a lot of Arab people 
here and Middle Eastern people. It used 
to be very popular, but a lot of them 
have left Bay Ridge, left New York” 
Although data isn’t available that 
would confirm Arab- Americans leav- 
ing the area, Monica Tarazi, the New 
York director of the American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee, said 
that Eh’s story isn’t surprising. 

“I know that there are people who 
have left New York because of the re- 
strictive environment, and because of 
instances of racial profiling,” she said. 
“I certainly don’t know that there 
See ARABS on page 6 


Tenants want to buy ‘Candy’ 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Residents of 20 Henry St. 
have enlisted the help of two 
well-known financing and 
investment agencies in the 
hopes of buying back their 
homes. 

Tenants of the budding, also 
know as the Candy Factory, have 
been working with the Communi- 
ty Preservation Corporation, a pri- 
vate mortgage lender specializing 
in the financing of low-, moder- 
ate- and middle-income housing, 
and the Community Development 
Tmst, a real estate investment trust 
founded with the goal of preserv- 
ing and increasing affordable 
housing. 

The building, whose nickname 
comes from a past fife as the 
Peaks Mason Mints candy plant, 
had been affordable, Mitchell- 
Lama rental units until this year, 
when owner Edward Penson 
bought his way out of the federal 
program. 

“Discussion [to buy the build- 
ing] was attempted but right now 
[landlord Edward] Penson is not 
really open to discussions,” said 


Karen Zebulon, co-chairwoman 
of the tenants advisory council at 
20 Henry St. “But we’re hoping 
in the future he will be.” 

Under the latest plan, the Com- 
munity Development Tmst and 
Community Preservation Corpora- 
tion would purchase the building 
on behalf of the tenants in order to 
keep the building affordable. 

On July 30, Borough President 
Marty Markowitz hosted a meet- 
ing at Borough Hall with Rep. 
Nydia Velazquez, Assemblywom- 
an Joan Millman and representa- 
tives from the offices of state Sen. 
Martin Connor and Councilman 
David Yassky. 

Velazquez convened the meet- 
ing and a spokeswoman, Kate 
Davis, said it was intended to dis- 
cuss ways to apply pressure to the 
city’s Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development 
(HPD) and the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment (HUD) to come to the ten- 

Residents of the building argue 
that they are the first Mitchell- 
Lama building to come out of the 
program without any assistance 
from the city, Zebulon said. 



Carol Abrams, a spokeswoman 
for HPD, said the agency is con- 
tinuing its efforts to obtain federal 
rent subsidies, commonly known 
as “sticky vouchers,” from HUD, 
to help tenants relocate or possi- 
bly afford market rent in the 
building. 

The urgency to keep tenants in 
the building is increasing because 
residents were notified by Penson 
on June 30, that the building will 
be vacated as leases expire, and no 
current tenants will be allowed to 
remain, even if they can afford the 
impending rent hikes. 

Residents are now facing an 
even more daunting task with 
word circulating that the landlord 
has entered into private negotia- 
See FACTORY on page 9 
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Brooklyn defeat saved the nation 


By Paulanne Simmons 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Historians call it the Battle of Long Is- 
land. But we know it’s really the Battle of 
Brooklyn — the first and most crucial bat- 
tle of the American Revolution. 

This August marks the fifth annual cele- 
bration of the great battle — a series of 
commemorative events coordinated by the 
Old Stone House (J.J. Byrne Park at Fourth 
Avenue between Third and Fifth Streets), 
an interpretative center that describes 


Brooklyn’s historic role in the Revolution. 

Of course, back in 1776, the building 
was called the Cortelyou House. It had 
been built by the Vechte family and later 
purchased, along with farmland, by the 
Cortelyous. Butin August 1776, the house 
was taken over by 2,000 British Grenadiers 
and Scottish Highlanders. 

Led by Revolutionary War hero Morde- 
cai Gist, 400 Marylanders stormed the 
house until on the sixth try they captured 
and held it just long enough for Gen. 
George Washington’s troops to retreat 


across the Gowanus Creek and then escape 
across the East River. 

The Marylanders lost more than 250 men, 
but theft bravery in the face of such over- 
whelming odds ensured that America’s first 
great battle as a nation would not be its last. 

“Many people still have no idea of the 
important historical role that Brooklyn 
played in the birth of the United States, nor 
do they realize that many relics of that bat- 
tle still exist, tike the Old Stone House . . . 
right in their own backyards,” Borough 
President Marty Markowitz said in an- 


nouncing the commemorative events this 

Peter Joseph, vice chairman of the board 
of directors of the Old Stone House, ex- 
plained why the battle has been mostly for- 

“It was one of the bloodiest batdes of the 
Revolutionary War, particularly in Ameri- 
can casualties. For many years, it was igno- 
minious. The Americans showed theft inex- 
perience and the British showed theft 
experience and put it to good use. The war 
See BATTLE on BACK PAGE 


West Indian Parade to honor Davis 


By Yoav Gonen 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

It is the country’s largest single- 
day event, a mammoth street parade 
that draws 3.5 million people to 
Eastern Parkway on Labor Day. 

At Gracie Mansion Tuesday night 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg celebrated 
the 36th annual West Indian American 
Day Carnival Parade along with local 
elected officials, community advocates 
and parade organizers. 

This year’s parade, on Monday, Sept. 1, 
will be dedicated to slain Fort Greene- 
Crown Heights Councilman James Davis. 

“[This] is another chance for the city 
to say thanks to a community that keeps 


contributing time and time again,” said 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, speaking 
from the stage of a white tent set up on 
the lawn of the mayoral mansion. 

Bloomberg was jovial and relaxed as 
he addressed the crowd of hundreds, 
performing a “Who’s on First” riff on 
cricket, a popular Caribbean sport, be- 
fore honoring five recipients with 
awards in recognition of theft support of 
the carnival. 

Also speaking — in what was a brief 
interlude to a night of Caribbean music 
from the band Liquid, entertainment 
from the Brooklyn Jumbies stilt walkers, 
and Caribbean foods like jerk chicken, 
and rice and beans with coconut milk — 
was Yolanda Lezama-Clark, president of 


the West Indian American Day Carnival 
Association (WIADCA), which organiz- 
es the parade. 

Lezama-Clark spoke of the impor- 
tance of the carnival as an expression of 
culture, and finished by dedicating this 
year’s parade to the memory of, among 
others, Davis. 

“His memory will five on in the hearts 
and minds of carnival lovers,” she said. 

In attendance to hear her remarks was 
Geoffrey Davis, the brother of the late 
councilman, who has replaced his broth- 
er on the Democratic ticket for the seat 
in the November City Council elections. 

“[It’s] beautiful,” Davis said of he 
dedication. “God bless them.” 

Davis and his mother, Thelma Davis, 


have been invited to a private breakfast 
on Labor Day, hosted by WIADCA, 
near the start of the parade. Thelma 
Davis will receive a plaque in her slain 
son’s honor, and both she and Geoffrey 
Davis have been invited to attend the pa- 
rade although without a special role. 

“I go to the carnival every year,” Ge- 
offrey Davis added. 

The parade will run from 8 am to 6 
pm, beginning at Utica Avenue, running 
down Eastern Parkway, and finishing at 
Grand Army Plaza and its reviewing 
stand at the Brooklyn Public Library. 
The parade will feature at least 23 cos- 
tume bands — with each consisting of a 
king, queen, supporting characters and 
See PARADE on page 3 



Push for Brooklyn 

From left (at pushcart) J.P. Morgan-Chase Vice President Seth Edwards, NYC & Co. 
President Cristyne Nicholas and Borough President Marty Markowitz show off 
tourism pushcarts that will be used to help Brooklyn tourists on weekends. 
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Tues.-Scrt.n-7 PM 

Our store is located in a 
Landmarked building, 
so Step Back In Time. 

Greeting Cards • Jewelry 
China • Accessories 
Dolls • Toiletries 
Journals • Jewelry Boxes 
And More 

A Vintage Gift Shop 

Angela Fernan, Prop. 

274 Court Street 

(bet. Kane & DeGraw) 

(718)522-1800 


Yellow-tooth slashes guard 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A man used a box-cutter 
to fight his way out of a phar- 
macy on Court Street, at the 
comer of Joralemon Street, 
with 13 boxes of Crest White 
Strips and two cartons of 
Similac baby formula. 

The robber was seen 
shoplifting the items at 1:30 
pm on Aug. 7, police said. 
When a 28-year-old security 
guard and a 19-year-old wit- 
ness attempted to thwart the 
theft, the robber pulled out the 
box-cutter and swung at the 
guard, cutting his finger. The 
man then took off on foot with 
the stolen merchandise. 



SATNICK 

We service all mechanical 
& quartz watches & repair 
all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK 

Certified Master Watchmaker 
Serving Brooklyn for over 40 years 
1 96 Joralemon St. (of court so 
(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 
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Label him thief 

A burglar is on the loose 
with a label maker. 

A Montague Street mort- 
gage company, between Clin- 
ton and Court streets, was 
robbed of miscellaneous office 
equipment including a label 
maker and two laptops. 

The office was locked up at 
9 pm on July 3 1 , and when the 
business’ owner, 32, arrived at 
work at 1 pm on Aug. 4, he 
found the front door forced 
open and several locks to cab- 
inets tampered with. The ap- 
parently energy conscious 
crook fled with surge protec- 
tors, laptops, a Palm Pilot and 
a label maker. 

No clean escape 

A 33-year-old man was ar- 
rested for trying to pull $20 
out of a cash register at a laun- 
dry and dry cleaners on Tillary 
Street at Jay Street on Aug. 5. 

According to police, the 
suspect reached over the 
counter into the cash drawer at 
around 10:40 am and attempt- 
ed to flee the store with a fist- 
ful of dollars. He allegedly 
pushed one employee into a 
mirror and then shoved anoth- 
er to get away. 

Police arrived in time to 
nab the alleged crook, who 
flailed his arms to avoid being 
placed in handcuffs. 


Box-cut bandit 

In an unrelated box-cutter 
incident, a shoplifter bearing a 
different description, was 
foiled in his attempts to show 
his Brooklyn pride when a se- 
curity guard (from Manhattan) 
nabbed him stealing baseball 
caps and several fishing rods 
from a sporting goods store on 
Fulton Street, between Pearl 
and Smith streets. 

The victim, 43, told police 
the suspect placed the fishing 
rods and brand-name baseball 
caps — apparently the thief 
also had a considerable amount 
of Nike pride as well — into a 
bag at 12:30 pm on Aug. 9. 

The guard stopped the man 
as he tried to leave, but the 
suspect pulled out a box-cutter 
and lunged at the employee, 


slashing his arm. Police ar- 
rived in time to grab the 
shoplifter, 37, although once 
again there was a futile flutter- 
ing of the arms to keep from 
being handcuffed. 

In all, police recovered two 
fishing rods, two Nike caps, a 
Brooklyn cap and a Head cap. 

The victim was treated at 
Lutheran Medical Center for 

Some friends! 

A man stopped his car in 
front of a store on the comer 
of Henry Street and Atlantic 
Avenue with two acquaintanc- 
es waiting in a car nearby. 

The victim, 39, turned off 
the engine but left the keys in 
the ignition before he ran in- 
side to pick up a soda at 
10:30 pm on Aug. 6. When 
he came back outside to his 
1993 Pontiac Bonneville, the 
car, and his acquaintances, 
were gone. 


Monty bag-grab 

A tote bag was grabbed off 
the back of a woman’s seat 
while she dined in a restaurant 
on Montague Street between 
Henry and Clinton streets on 
Aug. 9. 

The victim, 42, noticed her 
handbag was gone at 9 pm. 
The bag-grabber allegedly fled 
with $300, identification, a 
Palm Pilot, cell phone and 
credit cards. 

Book shuffle 

A burglar who apparently 
could not find the title he was 
looking for broke into a book- 
store on Montague Street and 
moved stuff around. 

Between 7:15 am and 8 am, 
on Aug. 4, someone forced his 
way into the store on the cor- 
ner of Henry Street, and 
moved around various items. 

The doorjamb of the front 
door was damaged but noth- 
ing was reported stolen. 


Shoots self in back 


ie Brooklyn Papers 


A man walked into the Brooklyn Hospital 
Center in Fort Greene Aug. 7 after shooting 
himself in the back, police believe. 

The victim — and suspect — 33, apparently 
had the gun in his waistband when it discharged 
and hit him in the small of the back at about 7 
pm, while he was at Warren and Bond streets in 


Boerum Hill. His injuries were not life-threaten- 
ing. 

The suspect was not in possession of the gun 
when he sought medical attention and police 
suspect he may have ditched it on the way. The 
suspect was treated at the hospital on DeKalb 
Avenue, between St. Felix Street and Ashland 
Place, and was then arrested for criminal pos- 
session of a weapon. — Gallahue 


Manhattan look without 
the Manhattan prices!! 

Eleg. 
oiec, 
for 

Earrings $ 45 
Pendant s 50 

The Great Yet Reasonably Priced, 
Jewelry Store on Court Street! 

165 COURT STREET 
(BET. PACIFIC & DEAN) 
COBBLE HILL, BROOKLYN 
7 1 8»852»5777 

Store Hours: Sun: 12-5pm; Mon-Thurs: 12-7pm; Closed: Fri & Sat 



ant, hand-crafted 
es that are perfect 
• summertime or 
anytime fun! 




Bridge 

photo 

contest 

In honor of the 120th 
birthday of the Brooklyn 
Bridge, Borough Hall 
sponsored a photo con- 
test. The winners assem- 
bled outside Borough 
Hall on July 30. In the 
youth category, the win- 
ners were Carolyn 
Madeo and Robert 
Dabrowski. In the adult 
category, Vincent Gul- 
izio and Trevor Gale 
took top honors. All 
four received cameras 
as prizes. 



Cracks appeared on 373 Baltic St. on July 11. The 
building is being demolished. 


City takes 
down 373 
Baltic St. 

By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city Department of Buildings began demolition 
on 373 Baltic St. Friday. The building had been evac- 
uated after an engineer noticed a large crack caused by 
neighboring construction project at 375 Baltic St. 

The building’s structural condition had been deteriorating 
since the July 11 evacuation, a Buildings Department 
spokesman said. Bearing walls were displaced, floor joints 
separated and the building was off balance by four inches. 

Residents of the building, who have been locked out of 
their apartments for more than a month, were able to collect 
their belongings, albeit in hurried fashion. 

Rebecca Sokolovsky, a resident of the building for four 
years, said she received a call on Thursday morning from 
Joyce Harms, her late landlord’s ex-wife, telling her she had 
five minutes to collect her belongings. Harms called them lat- 
er on their way to the building to say their time was extended 
to about an hour, Sokolovsky said. 

As she and her roommate raced to the building they con- 
tacted Councilman Bill DeBlasio, who was able to secure 
them the day to gather their stuff, Sokolovsky said. 

The building was evacuated on July 11 after an engineer on 
a construction project next door, at 375 Baltic St., noticed the 
building had a huge crack running through it. 



339 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 


Simply the Best! 

The Obstetricians & Gynecologists of Long Island College Hospital 

We put our patients' needs first, while 
providing them with the highest level of care. 

General Obstetrics & Gynecology 

• Annual Exam 

• Labor and Delivery 

• Contraception and Pregnancy Options 

• Antenatal Education and Training 

• Midwifery Services/Birthing Center 


Subspecialty Divisions 

• High-Risk Obstetrics 



• Reproductive Endocrinology and 

• Gynecologic Urology 

• Reconstructive Pelvic Surgery 

• Gynecologic Oncology 

• Minimally Invasive Surgery 

• OB/Gyn 4-D Ultrasound 

• Genetic Counseling 



• Flexible Lease Terms, Affordable Rents^ Room to Grow 

• 1,300 sf to 9,900 sf Pre-built, Modern Move-in Condition 
Space with High Ceilings and Oversize New Windows 

■ 10,000 to 150,000 Build to Suit, T-1, T-3 Fiber Optic Telecommunications 

■ Great Light, Views, New Lobbies, Elevators, Systems 


® CHRIS HAVENS, DIRECTOR OF LEASING, 718.222.2505 
• email: havens@twotrees-dumbo.com 



Gay Friendly Brooklyn Medical Practice 

Primary Medical Care 

General Male Health Issues 

Board Certified Physician 

Comprehensive HIV Care including; 

Aggressive Advocacy for over 15 years 

Hormone Replacement 


Lipodystrophy 
Wasting Syndrome 
Salvage Therapy 

AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER 

OF BROOKLYN 

Nutritional and Psychological Support 

313 43rd Street, Brooklyn, New York 11232 

Case Management 

(718) 359-1900 

Legal Aide 


Immediate Appointments Available 

Monday to Friday 10AM to 6PM 

Three stops from Manhattan on the 
W train in Sunset Park, Brooklyn, 
3rd Avenue and 43rd Street 

718 - 369-1900 



DINING OUT 

l» O W TV T O W TV 



CARROLL GARDENS 


CLASSIC 

DINER 



Come and visit our place on Smith Street! 

We are New in the Neighborhood with a Modern Menu 



Watch for our 
Grand Opening! 

155 Smith St. 

(bet. Wyckoff & Bergen Sts.) 

(718) 403-9940 

free delivery • h mmmm 


Mouthwatering Burgers 
& Irresistible Reubens 


trill 


320 Atlantic Ave. • (7i8) 797-3324 

bet. Smith & Hoyt Sts. nwam 


HAPPY HOUR 

Wed-Sat, 5-8pm 

10% lunch discount 

for Metrotech diners! 


Weekend 

Brunch 

from ll:50am-3pm 

Dinner 

Wed-Sun: 6-10pm 

Outdoor Canopy Bar 



THE 


SOUL 


SPOl 


RESTAURANT 


Milk may do a body good but finger lickin’ 
southern fried chicken does the soul good! 


Catering for all Occasions 
Available for Deliveries and Parties 
Mon-Sun: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm 

ttrnmm 


302 Atlantic Avenue 

(bet. Hoyt and Smith Sts.) 


(718) 596-9933 





82 Livingston St. 

(718) 246-7089 
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whiten your teeth in about an hour! 

take your first Step to feeling good, looking great and 


Call today! 

Ronald I. Teichman, D.D.S. 

Cosmetic And Family Dentistry 

357 Seventh Avenue (At 1 Oth St,), Park Slope 

718-768-1111 


Gunpoint mug 
on Prospect PI. 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A woman was robbed at 
gunpoint on Prospect 
Place, between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues on Aug. 8, 
while walking home from 
a bar on Smith Street. 

The victim, 26, told police 
she was using her cell phone 
when two men grabbed her at 
around 12:30 am. 

One pointed a handgun at 
her and said, “You know 
what this is. Drop your bag 
and cell phone and turn 
around.” The victim said an 
accomplice stood next to the 
gunman. 

The robbers took the vie- 


Park Slope 
Physician 
Associates 


Conveniently located in Park Slope 
at 326 Seventh St. (corner of Fifth Ave.) 

(718) 965-1234 

* Internal Medicine * Dentistry ?is -499 -0245 

* Pediatrics 718-768-6600 * Podiatry 718-499-4300 


•OB/GYN Services 

* Pulmonary Medicine 

* Orthopedics 

* Physical Therapy 

* Optometry 

* Neurology 


Our Services Also Include: 

* General & Vascular Surgery 

* Gastroenterology 

* Endocrinology 

* X-rays and Radiology 

* Oltrasound and Echocardiography 

* Bone Density Scanning 

* Weight Reduction Program 


No Fault and Workman’s Compensation Accepted 
Most Insurance Accepted 

Open 6 Days a Week • Evening Flours By Appointment 
Walk-In Dental & Medical Care 




Lutheran 
Medical Center 


The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 
will conduct an accreditation survey of this organization on 
September 8 through September 12, 2003. 

The purpose of the survey will be to evaluate the organization’s 
compliance with nationally established Joint Commission standards. 

The survey results will be used to determine whether, and the conditions 
under which, accreditation should be awarded the organization. 

Joint Commission standards deal with organizational quality of care issues 
and the safety of the environment in which care is provided. Anyone 
believing that he or she has pertinent and valid information about such 
matters may request a public information interview with the Joint 
Commissions field representatives at the time of the survey. Information 
presented at the interview will be carefully evaluated for relevance to the 
accreditation process. Requests for a public information interview must be 
made in writing and should be sent to the Joint Commission no later than 
five working days before the survey begins. The request must also indicate 
the nature of the information to be provided at the interview. Such 
requests should be addressed to: 

Division of Accreditation Operations 
Office of Quality Monitoring 

Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations. 
One Renaissance Boulevard 
Oakb rook Terrace, IL 60181 
or faxed to 630-792-5636 
or E-mailed to complaint@jcaho.org 

The Joint Commission will acknowledge such requests in writing or by 
telephone and will inform the organization of the request for any 
interview. The organization will, in turn, notify the interviewee of the 
date, time and place of the meeting. This notice is posted in accordance 
with the Joint Commission’s requirements. 


78th Pet. Blotter 


tint's handbag containing her 
passport, $1,130 paycheck, 
keys, cell phone and about 
$20 in cash, before they fled. 

Civic agenda 

A two-bit car thief made off 
with a two-door Honda Civic 
this week. 

The 1992 car disappeared 
from its parking spot on 
Prospect Park West. The vic- 
tim, 27, parked the car, be- 
tween 12th and 13th streets, at 
10 pm on Aug. 4, but discov- 
ered the car was missing at 9 
am on Aug. 7. 

Cross-wires 

A car thief’s attempts to 
hotwire a Honda rendered the 
ignition ripped open although 
the vehicle remained defiantly 

According to police, the 
victim, 27, returned to her car, 
parked on Sixth Street, be- 
tween Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, to find 
the passenger-side window of 
her 1992 Accord open and the 
ignition badly damaged. The 
hotwire attempt was futile, 
however, and nothing was re- 
ported stolen. 

Delivery 

interrupted 

A Chinese food delivery- 
man was robbed Aug. 9 in a 
budding on Warren Street, be- 
tween Third and Fourth av- 

The robber followed the 
victim, 28, as he went to the 
sixth floor. 

The mugger then waited 
until after the victim had suc- 
cessfully delivered the food 
before he held a knife to his 
abdomen and stole a cell 
phone. The robber punched 
the victim in the face and then 
ran, police said. 

Pirate of the 
Riviera 

In the age of compact vehi- 
cles, this is a car so big that its 
theft qualifies as piracy. 

A buccaneer boarded a 
1980 Buick Riviera on Fourth 
Avenue between Warren and 
Baltic streets, sometime be- 
tween 11 pm on Aug. 8 and 2 
pm on Aug. 9, when its 81- 
year-old owner discovered the 
theft. Police checked the tow 
pound at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard to no avad. 

Charged up 

A woman had just finished 
shopping at a grocery store on 
Seventh Avenue, between 
Garfield Place and Carroll 
Street, on Aug. 3, when she 
placed her wadet in one of the 


suspect puded out a box-cutter 
and lunged at the employee, 
slashing his arm. Police ar- 
rived in time to grab the 
shoplifter, 37, although he 
fluttered his arms to keep 
from being handcuffed. 

In all, police recovered two 
fishing rods, two Nike caps, a 
Brooklyn cap and a Head cap. 

The victim was treated at 
Lutheran Medical Center for 

No clean 
escape 

A 33-year-old man was ar- 
rested for trying to pull $20 
out of a cash register at a laun- 
dry and dry cleaners on Tidary 
Street at Jay Street on Aug. 5. 

According to police, the 
suspect reached over the 
counter into the cash drawer at 
around 10:40 am and attempt- 
ed to flee the store with a fist- 
ful of dollars. He allegedly 
pushed one employee into a 
mirror and then shoved anoth- 
er to get away. 

Police arrived in time to 
nab the alleged crook, who 
also flailed his arms to avoid 
being placed in handcuffs. 
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When she arrived home at 
3 pm, she realized her wallet 
was gone. She reported the 
items missing but discovered 
while canceling her credit 
cards that the thief had already 
racked up a series of illicit 
charges in New Jersey. 

The police report did not in- 
clude the amount of the unau- 
thorized charges. The victim’s 
stolen wallet also contained 
$60 and her library card. 

Easy access 

A man and woman acciden- 
tally left the doors of their car 
unlocked while parked outside 
of Woliman Rink, at East Drive 
and Center Drive in Prospect 
Park, on Aug. 3. While away 
from the vehicle, between 8 am 
and noon, thieves raided the car 
and robbed it of a portable CD 
player, purse and a shaving kit. 

Label him thief 

A burglar is on the loose 
with a label maker. 

A Montague Street mort- 
gage corporation, between 
Clinton and Court streets, was 
robbed of miscellaneous of- 
fice equipment including a la- 
bel maker and two laptops. 

The office was locked up at 
9 pm on July 31, and when 
the business’ owner, 32, ar- 
rived at work at 1 pm on Aug. 
4, he found the front door 
forced open and several locks 
to cabinets tampered with. 
The apparently energy con- 
scious crook fled with surge 
protectors, laptops, a Palm Pi- 
lot and a label maker. 

Box-cut bandit 

A shoplifter was foiled in 
his attempts to show his 
Brooklyn pride when a securi- 
ty guard (from Manhattan) 
nabbed him stealing baseball 
caps and several fishing rods 
from a sporting goods store on 
Fulton Street, between Pearl 
and Smith streets. 

The victim, 43, told police 
the suspect placed the fishing 
rods and brand-name baseball 
caps — apparently the thief 
also had a considerable amount 
of Nike pride as well — into a 
bag at 12:30 pm on Aug. 9. 

The guard stopped the man 
as he tried to leave, but the 
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Davis legacy: beyond anti-violence 


Honor may 
aid kin’s bid 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The West Indian American Day Carnival and Parade will 
memorialize slain Councilman James Davis this Labor Day, 
which could provide a big boost to the campaign of his brother, 
Geoffrey Davis, who is vying to succeed him. 

The Labor Day parade attracts more than 3 million people and 
runs down Eastern Parkway, from Utica Avenue to Grand Army 
Plaza, through core sections of the 35th Councilmanic District of 
Fort Greene, Clinton Hill and Crown Heights — showing how clear- 
ly efforts to memorialize Davis will, as the campaign heats up, be in- 
extricably intertwined with politics. 

Geoffrey Davis, who is unchallenged on the Democratic line after 
Anthony Herbert was knocked off the ballot last week, is running 
against his brother’s former nemesis, Letitia James, a candidate on 
the Working Families Party line, and Abraham Wasserman, who is 
running on the Conservative Party line in the November election. 

“There’s nothing you can do about folks turning it into a campaign 
event,” said Bertha Lewis, James’ campaign chairwoman, who is also 
co-chairwoman of the Working Families Party. “And he's running on 
his brother’s legacy and he has a right to do that. I think people have a 
right to pay their respects to James [Davis] and vote their own way.” 

She said she did not have a problem with the dedication of the na- 
tion’s largest single-day gathering in honor of James Davis and 
added, “He deserves that honor.” 

The dedication was announced at a West Indian American Day 
Parade event at Gracie Mansion Tuesday. 

Hank Sheinkopf, a campaign consultant for Geoffrey Davis, 
pointed out that the event has always been political, with elected of- 
ficials and wannabes in plentiful supply. 

“That said, it’s a solemn note this year,” he said. “Geoffrey Davis 
will march but will certainly not politicize the event.” 

As every memorial to honor the councilman becomes a de facto 
campaign rally, political consultant Joseph Mercurio said simply, 
“That’s the environment [the candidates] are in.” 

Mercurio did not believe the parade and carnival would have a 
great influence on the outcome of the election given the time gap be- 
tween the Sept. 1 event and the Nov. 4 general election. In addition, 
the race does not have the top-down draw of a mayoral, gubernatori- 
al or presidential race, he noted, so it is likely to attract far fewer vot- 
ers and those who do turn out will primarily be politically active or 
have strong allegiances to one candidate or another. 

“Which is why the parade is not going to have so much of an ef- 
fect,” he said. 

Since announcing his intention to run, Geoffrey Davis has refused 
to anwer questions about his past, which includes orders of protec- 
tion that were taken out against him by an ex-girlfriend in 2000 and 
an arrest for soliciting a prostitute in 1995. 

Police Lt. Eric Adams, head of 100 Blacks in Law Enforcement 
Who Care, had also expressed an interest in running against Davis 
but did not register with the Campaign Finance Board for matching 
funds by the Aug. 8 deadline. 

Adams did not return calls for comment by press time. 

He has until Aug. 19 to collect 2,700 signatures if he intends to 
make the ballot. 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The B54 bus will return to Jay 
Street this September, at least in part 
to honor slain Councilman James 


bolts agenda for the district in terms of 
services, community input and develop- 
ment in Fort Greene, Clinton Hill and 
Crown Heights. 

With him gone, a number of his causes 
remain in limbo. Some, like the B54 bus, 
appear to be making quiet progress. 

Davis boasted weeks before his assas- 
sination at the hands of wannabe political 
rival Othniel Askew, that the B54 bus 
would return to Jay Street. He claimed it 
as a sign that he could play the role of 
political maverick and still get something 
in return for cooperating with the 
Bloomberg administration on its $100 
million plan for Downtown Brooklyn. 

Before Sept. 11, 2001, the B54, which 
runs through Ridgewood, Bushwick, 
Clinton Hill, Fort Greene and Down- 
town, terminated at Jay Street in front of 
the A, C and F subway station. It got there 
via an internal Metrotech roadway be- 
tween DufSeld and Jay streets. 

That roadway was taken out of service 
after the attacks on the World Trade Cen- 
ter and the bus, which attracts 12,000 
weekday riders daily, currently termi- 
nates at Gold Street and Myrtle Avenue. 

Passengers now have to walk the three 
blocks to get to the subway. 

“Councilman Davis was a staunch ad- 



route currently ends all the way to Jay 
Street for the subway system or shopping 
in the Downtown area,” Bloomberg said 
in a statement. 

The interior roadway will not be 
brought back into operation. Instead the 
bus will run west via Flatbush Avenue 
Extension, DeKalb Avenue and Fulton 
Street to Jay Street adding stops at the 
Long Island University Downtown 
Brooklyn Campus and the Fulton Street 
Mall. 

Another item Davis had planned ot in- 
troduce, on July 23, the day he was as- 
sassinated, was a resolution calling on 
the state to adopt tougher regulations to 
protect people from violence in the 
workplace. 

Marine Park Councilman Lewis Fi- 
dler, chairman of the Brooklyn delega- 
tion, co-sponsored the measure and said 


he expects to introduce it and see it pass, I Ml 
albeit with some amendments, this year. I 
“It’s a recognition of the problem and I 
an acknowledgement that it needs to be 
looked at,” Fidler said. . 

Another issue of Davis’ that remains ' 

unfinished is a bill that’s languished in 
committee for over a year. I , 

After the city’s Department of Home- I 
less Services (DHS) began opening mul- _ 
tiple shelters in Prospect Heights and I 
Fort Greene last year, Davis introduced a “ 
bill that would require the agency to give ■ 
elected officials and community boards I 
at least 60 days notice before entering 
into a contract with a shelter operator. |I 
If the bill doesn’t pass by Dec. 31, it I 
will expire at the session’s end. _ 

Harlem Councilman Bill Perkins says I 
he will now champion the bill through “ 
committee and to the full council before ■ 
the session expires. m 

“[Davis] and I had discussed that,” 

Perkins said of a meeting shortly before the ^ I 

councilman’s death. “It’s a very important 
issue because the present approach is disre- 
spectful to the community, because for all 
intents and purposes [the city is] dumping 
[shelters] and not communicating in a 
meaningful way with the communities' 
elected officials and community boards.” 

Perkins said the bill will come before 
the Governmental Operations committee, 
which he chairs, for a hearing in Septem- 

Davis’ district office now falls under 
the direction of Council Speaker Gifford 
Miller. Janet Minto, Davis’ former chief , 
of staff, said she met with Miller last f 
week to determine whether the office 
would function as an advocate for Davis’ - 1 v 
unfinished business or focus exclusively i i 
on constituent services as they arise. She ■ 
said she had yet to receive a response. 
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Continued from page 1 

floor dancers, with some bands totaling almost 4,000 performers — 
as well as 18 steel drum bands. 

One of the heavy favorites to win best costume band is Hawks In- 
ternational, whose designer, Neville Martin, was one of the five hon- 
ored by Bloomberg on Tuesday. 

“I devote all my time to carnival,” said Martin, a native of 
Trinidad and Tobago, who went to his first carnival at the age of 3 in 
his home country, and who has been participating in Brooklyn’s car- 
nival for the past 33 years. The theme he created for his band this 
year is “the splendor of Egypt,” and having won best band for the 
past five years, Martin’s eyes and smile displayed an understandable 
confidence about his chances of winning again. 

Although the parade is celebrating its 36th year in name, the car- 
nival has been held in various formats and locations for many years 

“It started in the ’50’s,” said Lezama-Clark, whose father, Carlos 
Lezama, was president of WIADCA for 34 years until his retirement 
in 2001. She credits former WIADCA president Rufus Gorin for 
bringing the original parade from Harlem to Brooklyn in the early 
1960’s, and her father with moving the parade route to its current 
Eastern Parkway location in the late 1960’s. 

“He loves carnival,” she said of her father, who was also in atten- 
dance Tuesday. “It’s something that gets under his skin.” Another at- 
tendee, Dr. Lamuel Stanislaus, Grenada’s ambassador of to the Unit- 
ed Nations, traced the roots of the carnival back even further. 

“It started in Harlem in the ’30’s,” said Stanislaus, who added that 
back then the carnival was held at the traditional time, just before lent, 
but that cold weather eventually prompted the date change to Labor 
Day. At 82 and a lifelong participant in the parade, Stanislaus recalled 
the bumpy transition that occurred when it was moved from Harlem. 

“When we came to Brooklyn, we were chased away,” he said. 
Some of the parade organizers, including Gorin, were arrested for 
parading without a permit, according to Stanislaus. 

Since then the borough and its elected officials have done a whole- 
hearted about face, and the parade has been an annual beacon to na- 
tives of the Caribbean and scores of other Brooklynites ever since. 
One of those who can’t resist the pull of the pulsating rhythms and 
hip-shaking dancers year in and year out is Euston Cummings, a 
travel agent living in Newark, N.J., and a native of Tobago. He is 
neither an organizer of the carnival, nor a performer in the parade, 
but his dedication to the annual event is just as significant. 
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4 AWP 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


August 1 8, 2003 


Ed Weintrob / The tales of two buildings, old and new 


Some stories won’t go away, 
even after 25 years. 

Take, for instance, the massive 
Watehtower building on the water- 
front at 360 Furman St. Before the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses acquired it in 
the 1980s, it housed a potpourri of 
made-in-USA manufacturers for 
whom time was running out. 
Heights-rooted developer Bruce 
Eichner imagined it as a residential 
conversion; after confrontations 
with opponents who would not ac- 
cept the fact that the end was near 
for productive enterprises east of 
China, it was suggested that the 


building be split — residential on 
the water side, manufacturing fac- 
ing the land. Tired of negotiating, 
Eichner sold out, and the manufac- 
turers, as well as potential Heights 
residents, were locked out. 

Now that the million-square-foot 
building is on the market again, 
we’re likely to hear plenty of 
schemes for its reuse. But if propo- 
nents of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
— who are presumed to covet at 
least part of the property for their 
commercially anchored project — 
overplay their hand, we may end up 
with this wonderful building slip- 


ping into anoth- 
er deeply private 
domain, where 

front access will 
be a fast-evapo- 
rating dream 

The first big 
“scoop” for The 
Brooklyn Paper came just a few 
weeks into our ran, in 1978. We’d 
stand outside Downtown’s major of- 
fice buildings distributing papers as 
the daytimers poured into the area. 
But at 66 Court St., one of the strip’s 



big-five office buildings, we discov- 
ered that hardly anyone was going 
in. The building, in fact, was being 
emptied in advance of a sale. But it 
wasn’t just any sale — this was to be 
a commercial condominium conver- 
sion, an unusual notion at the time, 
particularly for so large a building. 

We could easily have ap- 
proached the story as a feel-good 
real estate piece, as other newspa- 
pers did, that would illustrate the 
strength of our market. Instead, we 
considered the characters involved, 
discovering that the developer was 
a smooth-talking convicted con 


man who was about to go to jail for 
a real estate swindle in Philadelphia. 
The man applied lots of charm, beg- 
ging our editor not to run the story. 
In view of his impending incarcera- 
tion, he was anxious to tie up the 
deal immediately. The U.S. attorney 
for the Philadelphia area was inter- 
ested to hear what the man was up 
to in Brooklyn. 

We ran the story; the deal died. 

Sixty-six Court St., as a residen- 
tial conversion, was renamed 75 
Livingston St. The sponsor saddled 
its co-operators with lots of prob- 


lems and not enough cash. But two 
problems stood out — one that fell 
from the sky, and the other the re- 
sult of their own shortsightedness. 

In the years since the conver- 
sion, two people were killed by de- 
bris which fell from the building. 
The result of the first accident, in 
which a young lawyer died, is the 
city law requiring systematic in- 
spection of building exteriors and 
the concurrent erection of scaffold- 
ing until approvals are won, a 
boon for the scaffolding business. 

The self-inflected wound came 
on the building’s west side, which 


faces Manhattan. Towering above 
Brooklyn Heights, the views from 
the building’s middle-to-upper floors 
was spectacular. 

The small lot that abutted the 
building on the Manhattan side was 
no wider than a big driveway; the 
co-op refused to buy it when the 
lot’s owner put it on the market, 
convinced they’d keep their views 

The 75 Livingston owners were 
cocky — until the lot was sold to the 
Witnesses, who erected a “sliver” 
building, blocking their views. 

Ed Weintrob@BrooklynPapers.com 
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Pataki acts to shut 45 token booths 

Some close Sun. 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Metropolitan Tran- 
sportation Authority will 
begin closing 45 subway 
token booths as early as 
this Sunday. 

Signs posted on Monday at 
the Warren Street side of the 
northbound Bergen Street F- 
train station in Boerum Hill, 
and elsewhere, indicate the to- 
ken booths would be closed 
on Aug. 17. 

The closings are happening 
because Gov. George Pataki 
on Aug. 1 vetoed a bill that 
would have spared the token 
booths pending further study. 

“Governor Pataki’s veto of 
this timely and much-needed 
piece of legislation is a slap in 
the face for all straphangers,” 
said Borough President Marty 
Markowitz in a statement. “In 
this day and age, our No. 1 
priority is safety, but this ac- 
tion is sacrificing that safety 
for meager savings.” 

The closings will save the 
agency $2.3 million in the 
next fiscal year. 

A spokesman for the Tran- 
sit Authority. Paul Fleuranges, 
told The Brooklyn Papers that 
after the first 45 token booths 
are taken out of service this 
summer, another 17 booths 
will be closed by year’s end. 

The bill Pataki vetoed would 
have stalled the closings until 
July 1, 2006, pending a report 


from a seven-member panel 
convened to study subway 
safety including terrorist acts. 
In vetoing the bill, the governor 
said there was no reason to du- 
plicate safety efforts by the po- 
lice department. 

When the MTA first sug- 
gested closing token booths 
earlier this year, elected offi- 
cials and straphanger advocates 
expressed concerns that the 
elimination of a human pres- 
ence in subway stations would 
compromise riders’ safety. 

Many of the stations slated 
for booth closures, such as the 
15th Street/Prospect Park F 
train station, are labeled by the 
NYPD as hot-spots for crime. 

“I have strongly objected to 
the MTA’s decision to reduce 
service levels while raising 
fares,” said Park Slope Coun- 
cilman Bill DeBlasio. “This 
was a callous attack on work- 
ing New Yorkers.” 

Fleuranges said most of the 
booths being closed are part- 
time booths and that at least 
one side of the station will be 
manned at any given time. 

He added that there would 
be emergency buttons to con- 
nect people in distress to the 
operational token booth in the 
station and to Transit head- 
quarters. 

That knowledge did little to 
dissuade critics of the closures. 

“A button is not going to 
prevent crime as much as hav- 
ing a human person there,” 
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A subway rider uses turnstile at F and G station at Smith and Warren Street in Boerum Hill. 
The station is one of 45 that will lose manned token booths, as sign (inset) told riders. 


said Michael Hernandez, a 
spokesman for the Straphang- 
ers Campaign, a transit riders 
advocacy group. 

“For the MTA board to 
close more than 60 part-time 
booths while, at the same 
time, disingenuously insisting 
they are maintaining service 
levels is disrespectful to New 
Yorkers,” DeBlasio said. 

The booths scheduled for 
closure this month are in the fol- 
lowing stations: Ocean Park- 
way (Q); Lawrence Street (R); 
59th Street (R); 95th Street (R); 
Fort Hamilton Parkway (N); 
New Utrecht Avenue (N); 22nd 
Avenue-Bay Parkway (N); 
West Eighth Street (Q); Green- 
point Avenue (G); Myrde- 
Willoughby (G); Bedford-Nos- 
| trand (G); Bergen Street (F); 
Fort Hamilton Parkway (F); 
Church Avenue (F); Ditmas Av- 
enue (F); 18th Avenue (F); Av- 
enue N (F); and Kings High- 
1, way(F). 

Later this year, the Kings 
Highway (Q), 86th Street (R), 
Rockaway Avenue (C) and 15th 
Street/Prospect Park (F) stations 
are all expected to close booths. 


CONFRONTATION... 


Continued from page 1 
Margarita was also charged 
with biting an officer to pre- 
vent Jose from being arrested. 

The Acostas deny they ever 
attacked the police. “They 
handcuffed us and started hit- 
ting us right away,” said 
Marisol Acosta. 

The Civilian Complaint Re- 
view Board is looking into 
how the incident turned violent 
and who was responsible. Dur- 
ing the struggle the Acostas 
suffered various injuries and 
six police officers were taken 
to Lutheran Medical Center, 
three for bite wounds. 

When police arrived on 
July 4, a radio, plugged in by 
an extension cord to their 
apartment, was playing out- 

Margarita Acosta said that 
Gentile and another police of- 
ficer yanked on the cord and 
broke the radio. She said he 
then threw Elena Acosta over 
a railing on the front stoop af- 
ter police rushed towards the 

Elena Acosta says she 
broke her elbow as a result of 
the fall and Margarita Acosta 
claims she was slapped by the 
commanding officer when she 
went to help her daughter. 

“They started manhandling 
us,” she said. 

A photograph taken by one 
of the relatives shows more 
than 10 officers on the scene 
pushing Margarita Acosta into 
a police van, her blouse tom 
off, apparently in the melee. 

Jose Acosta, the only mem- 
ber of the family with a crimi- 
nal record, was in the apart- 
ment watching television 
when he heard the commotion 
and went outside, said his sis- 
ter Marisol. He demanded to 
know what was happening 
and was then handcuffed and 
thrown down the stairs, she 
said, charging that police hit 
him in the face with the radio 
after he was cuffed. 

One of his front teeth was 
knocked out in the scuffle. 

On Thursday, Aug. 7, the 
Acosta family stood outside 
the Kings County Criminal 
Court on Schermerhom Street 



Jose Acosta (left) and Councilman Charles Barron during press conference over alleged 
police brutality outside Criminal Court, 121 Schermerhom St., Downtown, on Friday. 


— where they were due for a 
hearing on the charges against 
them — with East New York 
Councilman Charles Barron, 
to call attention to their claims 
of police brutality. 

“To take her top off and 
brutalize a grandmother is to- 
tally outrageous,” Barron said. 
“Heads should roll!” 

“How do you beat us and 
charge us with assault?” Bar- 
ron added. 

Gentile did not return mes- 
sages left at the precinct. 

The Acosta family plans to 
file a lawsuit. Their attorney, 
Matthew Flamm, said he 
could not say yet who would 
be named in the civil suit. 

The family took their com- 
plaints to the Civilian Com- 
plaint Review Board a couple 
of weeks after the incident and 
also reached out to Sunset Park 
Assemblyman Felix Ortiz. 

The family claims Ortiz of- 
fered little assistance, simply 
telling them he hoped the inci- 
dent wouldn’t get to the me- 


Ortiz did not return calls 
seeking comment. 

The charges against the 
Acostas were reduced to mis- 
demeanor assault, therefore 
they will not go before a grand 
jury for indictment, according 
to the Acostas’ defense attor- 
ney, Samuel Bernstein. 

They pleaded not guilty and 
are due back in court Sept. 24. 

The police department has 
stmggled to restore harmony 
between the 72nd Precinct and 
the Sunset Park community 
ever since one of the 
precinct’s off-duty officers, 
Joseph Gray, killed a family of 
four while drunk behind the 
wheel in 2002. 

After drinking in the 
precinct’s parking lot with 
other off duty officers after his 
shift, Gray spent another five 
hours drinking in a local top- 
less bar called Wild Wild 
West, at 39th Street and Sec- 
ond Avenue, before driving to 


the precinct to begin his next 
shift. 

He then plowed into eight- 
months-pregnant Maria Her- 
rera, 23, her sister Dilcia Pena, 
16 and Herrera’s 4-year-old 
son, Andy, as they tried to 
cross Fourth Avenue. 

After it was revealed that 
Gray had spent most of the 
day drinking with fellow offi- 
cers from the precinct, 17 
cops, including the command- 
ing officer at the time, Capt. 
Thomas Deprisco, and the ex- 
ecutive officer, Capt. Roy 
Richter, were reassigned and 
disciplined. Of the 17, three 
were fired. 

Gray was convicted in May 
2002, and is serving a five- to 
15-year prison term. 

The Daily News reported in 
June that Gentile, the current 
commanding officer, is under 
investigation for downgrading 
felonies to misdemeanors, to 
make it appear as if felonies 
were declining while he was a 
precinct commander in Man- 
hattan last year. 
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374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 5 boarding 

jY f \ 718 222-4900 

A h 7am-iopm weekdays, 9atn-iopm weekends 

I ^ J 'i supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
\ / l I • web cams - waten your dog play 

\ | I • curbside pick up and drop off 

»/ II • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]TJ Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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BROOKLYN CLASSIFIEDS 


( 718 ) 834-9161 

Fax: (718) 834-1713 

Email: ads@BrooklynPapers.com 


The Deadline for Thursday's Paper is Tuesday, 5pm 


’ Your ad will appear in all editions of The Brooklyn Papers 
published during the week in which the ad runs. 

1 Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled 
before its first insertion. 

1 Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally 
included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be 
held for an additional week, based on production and 
space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be 
under no liability for its failure for any cause to insert an 


CHARGE IT! 



Ads ordered to run more than one week may be 
cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad 
may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be 


Contract rates for The Brooklyn Classifieds are "rate 
holders" — no skipped issues permitted. 

Special "package price" and other discounted multi- 
ple insertion rates require prepayment for the total 
number of weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and 
may not be short rated to achieve a lower rate on 


1 In the event of an error in a published ad, please 
contact The Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline 
following publication. 
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Why not 
the best? 


With a no-cap earnings structure, Edward 
Jones investment representatives let their 
skill and dedication determine their income 
potential. Come see why we’re ranked No. 1 
in FORTUNE® magazine’s 2002 and 2003 list 
of the “100 Best Companies to Work For.” 

Be your best at Edward Jones. 

Attend our Career Seminar. 

We’re seeking sales-oriented individuals to 
become investment representatives through- 
out New York City. 

Thursday, August 28 at 6 p.m. 

339 A 7th Ave. 

Brooklyn, NY 
Host: Torsten Holmes 
RSVP: 718-499-9734 Licensed brokers wel- 
come. Call for a confidential appointment. 
www.jonesopportunity.com 

Edwardjones 


Help Wanted 


Delivery Person 

Wanted with Car 

Full-time or Part-time 
Mornings are a plus 

Call (718) 852-9945 


Retail Apparel Sales 




Paid Vaction. Hours are 5 days, 2 late 
nights, no Sundays! Please fax your 
resume to 631-424-0294 or email to 


MROYS 

627 5 th Avenue at 17 th Street 
Park Slope Brooklyn NY 11215 


Real Estate 
Sales Agents 

The Cocoran Group 

A leading NYC R.E. firm is now 
hiring sales agents. We offer 
the ability to work from home. 
Flexible hours, an extensive 
training program, and a gen- 
erous advertising budget. 
Experienced preferred but will 
train the right candidates. 
Bilingual a plus. Call Juliana 
Brown at (718) 210-4007. 


Transporation 

Manager 

Leading National manufac- 
turing Company is seeking a 
Transportation Manager to 
Join our team. Primary 
responsibilities will include 
managing all aspects of ship- 
ping/receiving, driver man- 
agement, transportation, and 
shipping. Ideal candidate will 
possess strong communica- 
tion skills along with direct 
supervisory experience. Must 
be familiar with greater New 
York / New Jersey metropol- 
itan area. CDL B/airbrake 
endorsement required. Bi-lin- 
gual in English/Spanish a plus. 
Please fax resume and salary 
history to ( 866 ) 417-2302 or 
email to: ATT13981@att- 
global.net EOE. 


Help Wanted 


Retail Counter Help 

Full/Part Time 

Experienced counter help need- 
ed. Fish market, Brooklyn loca- 
tion. Serious inquiries only, 
please. Serious worker = good $. 

(718) 246-9102. 


Help Wanted P/T 


PT Receptionist 


children, and performing some 
clerical and support tasks. Be part of 

with a dynamic staff on a beautiful 
Dianne: 718-855-1371 or email to 


Business Opportunity 


Potato Chip 
Route For Sale 


n. Call Chris: (71 8) 757-2679. 


Income Opportunity 


it is suggested that companies be 
researched before sending any money. 
Long distance rates may apply. 


MAKE SERIOUS MONEY NOW!!! 

Company On Your Side. IMMEDIATE WEEKLY 
INCOME, RESIDUAL INCOME. UNLIMITED 
FINANACIAL POTENTIAL Financial Freedom, 


LOOKING FOR A WAY OUT? 
LOOK NO FURTHER! 

Good credit. Bad credit. 

Up to $500,000 available. 


Situation Wanted 


Sadly seeking new family foi 


Very responsible and reliable 
Stacy (718) 573-2048 or 


ad with kids of 


AUTOMOTIVE 


Autos / For Sale 


1997 Toyota RAV4 4x4, Auto, 4 cyl, pwr 
am/fm/cd cass, alloys, LoJac'k, low 21,860 


BED & BREAKFAST 


'Y/J 

&W4WU& c 
An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

(718) 434-7628 

See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


CHILDREN & 
CHILD CARE 


Child Care Available 


isjveup <Zfiil7)cave. 


music classes. Licensed. Carroll 
Gardens, Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Heights and Boreum Hill. Call Ilene. 

(718)488-8562 


DAY CARE - ; 

Cobble Hill Location 

Ages 2 mo. & up • 8am-6pm 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


SPOTLESS 

KLEANING SERVICES 


for free estimate (71 8) 434-1 744 
or (347) 683-5148. 

spotlesskleaning@yahoo.com 
Bonded C42 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 


ENTERTAINMENT 


FACiS 

Wi*?M 


need Nanny and 

worked with kids of 
all ages. Live in/out. Light housekeeping. 

Sta^ re (7^8r^73-20w' a o^ (3M7) 6 4^32- 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


HiHurffhj's ifiatfisE 




:, Balloon Sculpting, Puppt 
nes, M.C., Comic Roasting 

71 8 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


INSTRUCTION 


Certified Dog Training 


tions. Call (718) 832-4806. 
Web: www.semperfidony.co 
Email: info@semperfidony.ee 


FREhCH TUTORIMG 


TAI CHI 


modem world. 


i 


y 


Jeremy Bacon (718) 2; 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


71 8-768-3804 R2 - 


SAT/PSAT Tutor 

Harvard graduate offers expert SAT 


Steven (718) 707-1033 


, Ad. 


’iumvmevc 






Regents • SAT • GED 
Test Taking Techniques 

(718) 288-5470 R 


Test Prep/Tutor 

GMAT • SCIENCE HS EXAMS 
ENGLISH & MATH Tutoring 
All ages; 6 yrs. exp. w/references 
Flex hrs./rates Bklyn or Mhttn. 
Get the results you need! 

Eric (71 8) 398-7509 R37 


IMPROVE 
STUDY SKILLS 


Bob Blumenthal 

718 - 499-4787 

Reasonable Rates 


TUTORING 


Uoi^contetf pH«437A21 


MERCHANDISE 
FOR SALE 


Apt-Garage-Tag Sales 


Beauty Products 


Mary Kay Inc. 


body care. 



^ h a 

Catpap€r 


ccidents. 


, and 


fur. Great for household train- 

www.CATPAPER.com 

Toll Free: 866-545-9228 


Propane Tanks 


BBQ TANKS 


MERCHANDISE 

WANTED 


Antiques & Collectibles 


L(.)(.)K! 

OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 


Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


PERSONAL 

SERVICES 


NEED TO PASS 
A DRUG TEST! 

Pass every time with 
TESTCLEAR.COM 
Call toll free 866-837-8253 
WWW.TESTCLEAR.COM c39 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 

• Architecture / Real Estate 

• Portraits / Head Shots 

• Special Events 

• Insurance photography 

(917) 669-0814 

dmatlack@flash.net R 34 


PSYCHICS 


POWERFUL 

Psychic Healer 

Profound Results 

• Chronic Illness 

• Physical, Spiritual 

• Personal Problems 

Unique Healing System 
$55/hr. VISA Mastercard 
call Celeste toll-free 

1 - 888 - 898-8996 


PUBLIC NOTICE 




Financial Services 



For fast results call 1-866-834-6795 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C, 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Accountants & 
Tax Services 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


Adminstrative Svcs 


Heights 

Words 

LEARN Computers • Word Processing 
Internet • Call for other services 

RESUMES • JOB COUNSELING • LETTERS 
SPREADSHEETS • MANUSCRIPTS 
PROOFREADING • EDITING • COPYEDITING 
If you don’t see it above, call us and ask. 

718-403-0244 

email: pentap02@nyc.rr.com 

R33/38/42/27-26 


BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE 
STOP FORECLOSURE 
RICHARD S. FEINSILVER, ESQ. 
FREE CONSULTATION 
BROOKLYN: 111 Livingston Street 

800-479-6330 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 
32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 


SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 210-4738 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 


Genet 


INegl 


GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, E* 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 


■ Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 

juter. Also installs network. Our 1 5 


Computers 


CTL Consulting 
646.261.7540 

CTL Consulting is here for all 
your computer needs. We handle 
it all, from simple software installs 
to the complex network issues. 
No issue too big or too small. You 
can trust CTL Consulting to get 
the job done & get it done Right. 


catch 

cold? 

Call the 

TECIVET! 

HE MAKES 
HOUSE CALLS! 

Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646 - 932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! 


Computers 


PC TECH 

rleshooting 

ware & Software upgrades 


(646) 210-3104 
(347) 728-5332 


Computers 


COMPUTER SERVICES 

For home or office. Repair, 
set-up, trouble shooting. All 
services 24/7. Call Liberty 
Web Services. 

( 718 ) 951-2671 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

( 718 ) 369-0078 

Fax: (718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 


SENECA SMOKES 


Tax Free Discount Cigarettes 

Cartons start at just $11 

All major brands plus many value brands. 

Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco. 

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447 

Or visit our website at: 

www.senecasmokes.com 


Real Estate and Home Improvement Classifieds Now Appear in GO Brooklyn 
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School Daze: How 
to snap out of it 


If your family is slug- 
gish before school, look at 
how much sleep everyone 
is getting. That goes for 
parents, too. 

Many school-age children 
are not getting enough sleep (a 
minimum of nine hours) and 
their parents aren’t either, says 
Carl Hunt, director of the Na- 
tional Center on Sleep Disor- 
ders. Sleepy kids struggle in 
school. Chronic sleep loss 
makes parents more easily ir- 
ritable and less able to deal 
with fussing over clothes, 
breakfast and buses. 

Bump your child’s bedtime 
back in 15-minute increments 
to gain snooze time. Also, 
some parents give their kids 
an alarm clock and make them 
responsible for getting up and 

Mornings go more smooth- 
ly when expectations are 
spelled out calmly — with no 
yelling — each step of the 
way. Otherwise, as one mom 
says, the morning will look 
like this: “One shoe on, eat 
some breakfast, pet the cat, 
read a book.” She uses an egg 
timer to divide the morning so 


Parent-to-Parent 

By Betsy Flagler 




her daughter will stay on 

Have your child set out her 
clothes and pack her knapsack 
the night before and place it 
by the door. Let a younger 
ciiild pick from a couple of 
outfits. She’ll still think she’s 
making this all-important 

Don’t skip breakfast; just 
keep it quick and simple. 
Think grains, plus dairy, plus 
fruits, nutritionists say. Kids 
need the brain food. Studies 
have shown that students who 


eat breakfast are more likely 
to achieve higher grades and 
pay closer attention than kids 
who skip the morning meal. 

If your otherwise healthy 
child says that she has a stom- 
achache before school, don’t 
tell her, “No you don’t.” Show 
interest without overdoing it. 
The goal: Keep her going to 
school. 

Jitters that make a child feel 
like she has a stomachache or 
headache are real. Think of 
them as a child experiencing 
anxiety physically, says Peter 
Goldenthal, PhD, a clinical 
psychologist. The child is not 
a hypochondriac, someone 
who is an excessive worrier 
about her health, he says. 

Have an empathetic discus- 
sion as needed: “I’ve read that 
sometimes kids who have 
tummy aches are nervous 
about something. Are you 
nervous about school?” 

Encourage your child to 
pinpoint her concerns: “When 
I go to math, I’m afraid the 
teacher will get mad at me if I 
miss a problem.” 

If your child’s anxiety con- 
tinues and puberty doesn’t get 


BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL 

JOIN US FOR A TOUR! 


BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL ADMISSION TOURS 

FOR ADMISSION TO THE 2003-2004 SCHOOL YEAR 

Plan to tour BFS and see why we get such high marks from students, parents and alums, 
including Sara Horowitz ‘80, a 2000 recipient of a MacArthur Foundation “genius” grant, 
who said, “My time at BFS gave me the grounding to learn and hold onto my values, to 
keep my heart and mind focused on having the courage of my convictions, and to be proud 
that they still matter so much!” 


FALL TOUR DATES 


PRESCHOOL 

Family Center - 4s 
Thursday, Oct. ID, 9:15 am 
Thursday, Oct. 17, 9:15 am 
Monday. Oct. 21, 9:15 am 
Friday, Nev. 1,9:15 am 
Monday. Nov. 4, 9:15 am 
Thursday, Nov. 14, 9:15 am 
Monday. Nov. 18. 9:15 am 
Monday, Dec. 2. 9:15 am 
Friday, Dec. B, 9:15 am 

LOWER SCHOOL 

Kindergarten - 4th grade 
Thursday. Oct. ID, 9:15 am 
Tuesday. Oct. 15,9:15 am 
Thursday, Oct. 24, 9:15 am 
Thursday, Nnv. 7, 9:15 am 
Tuesday, Nov. 19,9:15am 
Thursday, Dec. 12,9:15 am 


MIDDLE SCHOOL 

5th grade - 8th grade 
Wednesday. Oct. 16. 9:30 am 
Monday, Oct. 21, 9:00 am 
Wednesday. Oct. 30. 9:30 am 
Wednesday, Nov. 6. 9:30 am 
Wednesday. Nov. 20. 9:30 am 
Monday, Dec. 2. 9:00 am 


UPPER SCHOOL 

9th grade - 1 1th grade 
Friday, OcL 25, 9 am 
Monday. Oct. 28. 9 am 
Monday, Nov. 4. 9 am 
Friday, Nov. 15. 9 am 
Monday. Nov. 18,9 am 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 10:45 am 


Please call the Admissions Office alter Labor Day to reserve a tour. Please call 
(718) 852-1029. ext. 213 for the Preschool program and ext. 232 for K-12. 


H 


ROOKLYN 

RIENDS 

CHOOL 


375 Pearl Street* Brooklyn, NY 11201 

www.brooklynfriends.org 



#U008 


Day 

School, 

Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 


ID 2-4 year old programs 
□ Licensed teachers 
!□ Optimal educational equipment 
Exclusive outdoor facilities 
ID Indoor Gym facilities 


HQ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
Spacious Classrooms 
HO Enriched Curriculum 
HQ Caring, loving environment 


I A few Fall spaces still open | 

763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


any blame for her pain, have 
her rechecked by a pediatri- 
cian. Talk further to your child 
and to her teachers to uncover 
any links to her anxiety. See a 
child psychologist as needed if 
the problem continues. 

Give your young child 
more responsibility for her 
personal care. She’11 feel more 
confident in school if she not 
only knows letters and num- 
bers and how to wait in line, 
but can put on her coat, button 
her buttons and wash her 


l for children to 
be observers as they go into a 
new situation, such as kinder- 
garten, and to be shy and quiet 
in class during the first part of 
the year, says Kenneth Shore, 
a school psychologist. There’s 
no reason to push a child into 
talking to his teacher. Making 
a big deal out of the behavior 
will likely backfire. In most 
cases, with time and develop- 
ment of trust in the teacher, 
the child will feel more com- 
fortable speaking up, says 
Shore, author of “Special Kids 
Problem Solver” (Jossey- 
Bass, 2002). 

Moving from preschool to 
grade school is a big change. 
The transition goes more 
smoothly for the child when 
parents, teachers and adminis- 
trators work together. Kids 
take their cues about school 
from their families. 

If the parents feel enthusi- 
astic, the child will pick up on 
that mood. On the flip side, 
parents can make comments 
and give ideas that can make 
the child worry. 

Don’t expect your child to 
walk in after school and tell 
you about his day. So instead 
of a barrage of questions 
when he walks through the 
door, try a “welcome home” 
and offer a snack. He’s more 
likely to feel like chatting at 
dinner and bedtime. Know his 
new school schedule — mu- 
sic’s on Tuesday, a field trip is 
coming up — so you can ask 
specific questions that can’t be 
dismissed with “I dunno.” Get 
involved at your child’s school 
to really know what’s going 

Can you help? 

“My 3-year-old son be- 
haves and has fun all day at 
my Mend’s in-home day care, 
but he goes wild when I come 
to pick him up. What do I do 
to stop this?” — a mother 

If you have tips or a ques- 
tion, call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092. 



Picnickers chow down during the Unity Task Force picnic at Owl's Head Park in Bay Ridge on Sunday. 

"Unity' at Sunday picnic 


Jotham Sederstrom 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Bay Ridgites of diverse ethnic and national backgrounds 
shared food and conversation Sunday afternoon at a picnic 
organized by the Bay Ridge Unity Task Force in Owl’s 
Head Park on 68th Street and Colonial Road. 

“It was a fabulous event,” said Father Richard Doscher, pastor 
of the St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in neighboring Dyker 
Heights. “It was just another example of the unity we have in Bay 
Ridge. The diversity of the cultures, the number of people who 
were there, the opportunity to share — it was fabulous.” 


Time to Enroll 

in our innovative Sunday 
Hebrew School Programs at 



-BAY 


(Congregation 
B’nai Avraham Youth) 


Classes for children in grades K-7 meet Sundays 
from 9:00-11:30 a.m. for three 50 minute sessions 

'lJ Big Brothers/Big Sisters work individually with 

students in grades 3-7 for one of the 50 min. sessions 

■ft Family Programs and Shabbatons 
O NO SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED 

SESSIONS START SEPT. 14 

For more information call Beth Garbow, Program Director 

(718) 596-4840, ext. 40 



N 
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Need a pre-school 
in Downtown 
Brooklyn? 

Consider Kiddie Korner 

Jewish Preschool 

For children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs 
Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6 
117 Rcmscn Street (betw. Clinton & Henry Sts) 

Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840 



Find 

the 

BEST 

Public 

School 

for 

Your 

Child! 


^Hemphill has 
done for schools what Zagat’s did 
for restaurants. At last, that first 

day of school should be much «Brisk, thoughtful profiles of 
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The only misstep in the day’s events was a scheduling mishap 
that left the Arab American Association, a local group, alone at 
the Shore Road promenade on 79th Street. The group, according 
to it president, Dr. Ahmad Jaber, had originally slated its annual 
picnic for Aug. 3 but stormy weather forced them to reschedule 
on the same day as the task force picnic. 

Despite the picnic puzzler, however, most who attended the 
event were pleased with the Unity Task Force turnout. While a 
DJ spun paMotic anthems by John Mellencamp and Chicago, 
many of the area’s most prominent religious leaders and commu- 
nity activists mingled with other residents. 

Hassan Tirgui, a Bay Ridge resident who arrived from Moroc- 
co a year ago, said that he and his wife relished the opportunity 
to meet neighbors and some of the local politicians, like state 
Sen. Martin Golden and Councilman Vincent Gentile — both of 
whom posed for pictures with the couple. 

Others focused on the catered buffet, dished out by military re- 
cruiters from Fort Hamilton who also attended the picnic. 

“What you have here is a conversation,” Golden said at the 
Unity Task Force picnic. “Once you understand people’s differ- 
ences, you begin to understand the likeness.” 

Doscher also praised the Unity Task Force for the progress it’s 
made since forming in October 1999, as a vehicle to strengthen the 
bond between the smorgasbord of active religions in Bay Ridge. 

“The Unity Task Force is one of the most important aspects 
of Bay Ridge,” said Doscher. “It brings together both the reli- 
gious and secular aspects of the community. It brings together the 
imams, the rabbis, the priests and, most importantly, the lay peo- 
ple. They’re just as actively involved and it’s the lay people of 
the community who want to keep unity in Bay Ridge.” 


ARABS... 

Continued from page 1 

has been a mass exodus, but it wouldn’t surprise me if people are 
seeking out Arab businesses less.” 

The rise and, by Eli’s account, fall of the once-popular evening 
menu offers a glimpse into a community praised for its diversity 
yet grappling with changes unseen since Norwegian, Msh, and 
then Italian immigrants setded in Bay Ridge. Johanna Habib, of 
the Arab-American Institute, a Washington, D.C. -based or- 
ganization, said more than 10,000 Arab- Americans currently live 
in Bay Ridge and Dyker Heights, making it one of the largest 
Arab-American communities in the city. 

At least four hate crimes directed at Arab- Americans in Bay 
Ridge have been reported since Sept. 11. 2001. Add to those a re- 
cent controversy surrounding a small, privately run Web site 
about Bay Ridge and, according to some residents, you have the 
ingredients for an incident waiting to happen. 

“People are feeling like outcasts,” said Debbie Almontaser, a 
Yemen-born community activist from Midwood, with family in 
Bay Ridge. “People are feeling uneasy walking down the streets. 
Some of my relatives live on Fifth Avenue, and they feel concern 
about having their kids out there on the streets. They don’t know 
how people will react to them.” 

The Web site, Bayridge.com, came under fire earlier this 
month for a stream of anti-Arab postings on its message board. 
The Web site removed most of the offending comments after a 
report in the New York Times last week. 

“There are people who truly want to spread hatred, hut most 
people are not for this,” said Dr. Husam Rimawi, president of the 
Islamic Society of Bay Ridge. “If it continues, though, it’s not for 
the best interest of the people.” 

The Web site administrator posted a letter denouncing the 
messages last week and said that registration practices would be 
tightened. As of last week, the site claimed fewer than 2,750 reg- 
istered users, and often fewer than a handful are ontime at any 

“Your decision REEKS of political correctness, the exact same 
thing that has doomed our neighborhood and our society,” wrote 
a member with the screen name BrooklynBoy. “Who decides 
what’s offensive and what isn’t? There are quite a few things that 
I find extremely offensive posted on this site, things like racial di- 
versity, multiculturalism, etc. Why are my feelings not respect- 
ed?” 

The Web site controversy began July 8, after one posting sug- 
gested “firebombing” Fifth Avenue, an area noted for its array of 
Arab-owned businesses. “These are people who will cripple their 
own children so they can send them out as beggars!” wrote a 
poster. “If they can do that to their own, what do you think they 
will do to us? I think we already have a good idea of what their 
mutant minds are capable of .. . Sept. 11,2001!” 

Most replies posted to the anti-Arab postings decried their 
message. 

“You tend to get more extremes on the Internet,” said City 
Councilman Vincent Gentile. “Those same people posting these 
things on the Internet, in person they wouldn’t be saying what 
they did. It’s what I call the Rush Limbaugh syndrome — people 
saying things because it’s anonymous.” 

Ask Antoine Faisal about the so-called changing face of Bay 
Ridge, however, and you’ll see his eyes roll. The publisher of 
Aramica, a year-old biweekly newspaper covering the M-state 
area and Pennsylvania, said people of Arab descent had long ago 
situated themselves in New York, and Bay Ridge in particular. 

As proof, he pulls from a shelf a tattered book published in 
1914 by Naoum Mokarzel, a Lebanese writer living in Brooklyn 
at the time. Printed in Arabic, the book, “Choice of Thoughts,” 
tells of Arab- Americans who, like the Msh and Italians before 
them, emigrated to New York at the turn of the century. 

“Whenever we’re referred to as new immigrants, it obviously 
doesn’t do justice to the people who have lived here over the past 
century,” said Faisal, 31, who moved to New York from Lebanon 
two years ago. “There was a wave [of immigration] in the ’70s, 
but it’s not fair to say that it’s a new thing.” 

Vincent Mazzone, part-owner of Jimmy’s, an upscale Italian 
eatery that opened on Third Avenue this month, said that Bay 
Ridge was an ideal spot to open a restaurant. 

Mazzone, a Carroll Gardens resident, said ethnic tension was- 
n’t exclusive to Bay Ridge. 

“I don’t get a sense of apprehension in this neighborhood,” 
said Mazzone. “In general, there’s that look-twice attitude. But 
it’s citywide. I think it’s human nature.” 
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Don’t celebrate Slope gentrification 


To the editor: 

The article by Deborah Kolben regarding the new real 
estate development going on in the west Slope [“Fourth 
Avenue poised as Slope’s next ‘boom’ strip,” July 28] is 
patronizing, insulting, biased, classist and racist. It also 
plays fast and loose with the facts. 

Fifth Avenue had its share of bodegas and 99-cent stores, to be 
sure. It also had, just in the two blocks on either side of [Garfield 
Place], two grocery stores, a pharmacy, a barber shop, a diner 
(the real kind), a butcher, an Italian bakery, a medical office and 

Of those establishments, one grocery store is left, and has re- 
cently replaced many everyday groceries with gourmet products. 
The other businesses listed have all been replaced with upscale rest- 
aurants, trendy (read expensive) boutiques, a cell phone establish- 
ment, and the seemingly de rigeur bar-on-every-comer. 

The question, Ms. Kolben, is not “where does that leave the 
chunks and bodegas?” but where does that leave the middle and 
working class people who live here? (And, by the way, the cur- 
rent influx of drinking establishments has NOT lowered the num- 
ber of drnnks in the area. It’s merely upgraded the cost of their 
clothing.) 

Obviously, Ms. Kolben considers the presence of bodegas a 
negative. Even more obviously, it’s apparently not politically in- 
correct to say so! Bodegas may not meet the standards whereby 
our new breed of Brooklynite avoids the sight of anything out of 
their comfort zones. They do, however, serve cultural and practi- 
cal purposes. 

In the last 25 years, crack, petty crime and city financial prob- 
lems have not chased us from Brooklyn. White-bread homogene- 
ity might be just the thing that does it. We could become a bor- 
ough where clotheslines are forbidden, our front windows are 
uniformly decorated, and someone will finally solve the problem 
of where garbage from row houses can be put so we can pretend 
it isn’t there. There are many such sanitized communities out 
there in middle America. 

There is no hint of concern in the article’s statements about 
“luxury apartments,” “real estate agents and developers 
screaming hot diggity dog,” or quoting prices of $400,000 
to $700,000 ... for an APARTMENT for heaven’s sake! If 
there’s a crisis in affordable housing, the current develop- 
ment offers no solution. 

At the risk of getting picky, I would also add that the 
anachronisms and hyperbole in this piece merely substi- 
tute cute for accuracy. If there had been an epidemic of 
freely loitering drunks, they didn’t escape from “Baby 
Joggers and breast pump backpacks.” Fifth Avenue in my 
area was a viable, welcoming place long before either of 
the above became the norm anywhere. It was made that 
way by the people who live here — NOT by the recent 
openings of chic establishments. 

As for the description of gas stations on Fourth Avenue 
in numbers “great enough to fix the fleet of a small na- 
tion”. . . come on now! There are a number of them, but 
since they’re all still in business, my guess is there are just 
enough to service the residents of the neighborhood. 

There are no others anywhere else in Park Slope. How far 
will you have us drive to fill our tanks? 

The fear and anger of we who live on these western 
Slope blocks result from the greed-lust and political fren- 
zy we infer from all the reports on this development proj- 
ect. The work of citizens like us for the last 25 years has 
resulted in charming, neighborly, historical communities. 

We read of our blocks, and it’s as if our lives and our 
homes aren’t here. Nothing that I’ve read acknowledges 
our presence. Most articles speak of the removal of the 
commerce of everyday necessity as being something we 
should embrace, and the sudden ballooning of our blocks’ 

Cobble Hill 
suffers most 
from Fire cut 

By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Of the six neighborhoods that lost firehouses to 
city budget cuts in May, Cobble Hill’s response 
time suffered the most. 

The neighborhood’s 47-second jump, to an average re- 
sponse time of 5 minutes and 35 seconds, is worse than 
the response time suffered in Sunset Park (25-second 
jump to 4 minutes and 30 seconds), Bedford-Stuyvesant 
(11-second increase to 4 minutes and 24 seconds) and 
Greenpoint (16-second leap to 4 minutes and 23 seconds). 

And the results had elected officials burning up. 

“I can’t tell my constituents to hold their breath for 47 
seconds,” said Cobble Hill Assemblywoman Joan Mill- 

But although the response times are up in the areas that 
lost firehouses, Fire Commissioner Nicholas Scopetta this 
week boasted that it was less of an increase than the origi- 
nal estimate of one additional minute. 

“The changes we have seen during the past two months 
are, for the most part, below our estimated increases, or in 
line with what we expected based upon the modeling we 
did before selecting these companies for closure,” Scopet- 
ta said in a statement. 

“These numbers are frightening,” Borough President 
Marty Markowitz countered, “because they illustrate what 
Brooklyn has been saying all along — closing firehouses 
will add precious seconds, or in the case of Engine 204, al- 
most a minute, to an emergency situation where just a few 
seconds can mean the difference between life and death.” 

Further fueling the ire of residents and elected and fire 
union officials, is that during their demonstrations they 
challenged the city’s “response time” as a measuring stick 
since it still could take longer to actually begin fighting 

Tom Butler, a spokesman for the Uniformed Firefight- 
ers Association, said, “The Fire Department’s own proto- 
col insists that there be a minimum of two engine compa- 
nies to stretch and operate a hose line and one ladder 
company to force entry.” 

Butler said the clock stops on response time when the 
first fire official arrives on the scene, not when all the 
backup needed to begin fighting a fire arrives. 

“Bottom line is response time is and always been ... a 
homogenized number to be given to the public to give 
them a false sense of security,” Butler said. “Response 
time has nothing at all to do with how long it will take you 
to be saved, or rescued or for your property to be saved.” 

The FDNY issued a mea culpa on that point this week 
in a release that claimed the response times were for en- 
gine companies first due on the scene. It acknowledged 
that the response times actually measured the arrival of the 
first emergency vehicles, be it an engine or ladder compa- 
ny “or Fire Chief in a Chevy Suburban,” as Butler said. 

An FDNY spokesman for the FDNY said the agency is 
still trying to compile numbers for how long it takes for 
other engine and ladder companies to arrive and which 
companies are responding. 

According to the Fire Department, response time in 
Cobble Hill jumped 47 seconds compared to June and 
July of last year when Engine Company 204 was in oper- 
ation. That puts it a full 45 seconds above the citywide av- 

The area previously covered by the closed Engine 278 
in Sunset Park saw the second-largest jump. 


LETTERS 


populations as having no negative effects. 

In typical manner, not a single person connected with this de- 
velopment plan — realtors, reporters, Community Board 6, 
politicians or the City Planning Commission — has publicly ad- 
dressed any plans to deal with the increased population in terms 
of parking, availability of services or plans for more school 

Currently on my block, there are 79 housing units (some of 
them two or three units in one house, all occupied by branches of 
one family.) Numbers quoted in the article include 38 units in one 
building and 46 in another. Each of our blocks between Fourth 
and Fifth Avenues has similar construction in progress. One of 
these buildings will increase the housing units on a block by 50- 
65 percent. Great work if you just want to pack in as many peo- 
ple as possible, but highly irresponsible urban planning for the 
long haul. 

I am very willing to have Ms. Kolben call me, and come visit 
sometime to see what’s going on. We’d love to talk with her. I’ve 
also enclosed some photos I’ve taken so she can see the disparity be- 
tween the scale of current construction, and the homes already here 
— and this is BEFORE the big buildings have been started! 

— Christine Nopolitm, Park Slope 

Cyclones a disgrace! 

To the editor: 

Our family, including our two boys ages 12 and 14, ventured 
to Staten Island to watch the Cyclones disgrace Brooklyn on 
Thursday, July 17, when the team initiated a brawl at Staten Is- 
land’s ball park [“Anatomy of a base-brawl,” July 28], 

Andy Wilson started it after he was hit in the head by a pitch. 
What does he think, that it was done on purpose? Getting hit is 
an occupational hazard for a ballplayer — especially in the mi- 


nor leagues. Wilson obviously doesn’t have the temperament to 
be a league player, and he should be immediately dropped from 
the team. But the real disgrace was that within two minutes of 
Wilson’s tirade, the whole Cyclones team took to the field and 
the brawl ensued. Two dozen police officers were called to the 
scene, and it took 45 minutes before play resumed. 

Seeing ball players fist fighting is NOT family baseball. 
Where was manager Tim Teufel, and why can’t he control his 
team? In my opinion, every Cyclone who left the bullpen should 
have been ejected from the game. In other words, the game 
should have been forfeited. “Take me out to the ball game ... If 
they don’t win it’s a shame!” 

Shame! That means sportsmanship, too bad, try again, but it’s 
a only game. It’s not something to brawl over. 

Still hoping for great bums ! _ Larry McGaughey, Midwood 

Transportation key issue 

To the editor: 

Sen. Charles Schumer hit the nail on the head addressing the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce on July 14 on overcoming Brook- 
lyn’s economic challenges. Citing transportation as the key issue, he 
said: “Businesses won’t come unless they can get in and out.” 

He couldn’t be more right. 

The 17 million square feet of planned development in Down- 
town Brooklyn will generate 50 percent more vehicles on the streets 
and 40-50 percent more transit trips, including 70,000 by bus. If 
traffic swamps surrounding neighborhoods, Downtown Brooklyn 
loses its strongest appeal — a first-rate living-working environment. 

And if people can’t get on subways and it continues to take most 
Brooklynites more time to travel to work than from parts of Westch- 
ester and Nassau, Brooklyn won’t be able to attract the broadly skilled 
workforce that Mr. Schumer cites as our strongest future asset. 

The Senator’s wife, city Transportation Commissioner Iris 
Weinshall, understands these needs and has pledged a transporta- 
tion “blueprint” for Downtown Brooklyn more comprehensive 
than the environmental impact statement for the rezoning of the 
core area, but her only new resource to accomplish it is the hiring 


of a transportation coordinator. 

The developers who will invest $7 billion in Downtown Brook- 
lyn deserve a fraction of the largesse going to planning the much 
smaller rebuilding of Lower Manhattan. As the champion of both ar- 
eas and author of the initial vision of an expanded Downtown 
Brooklyn, Senator Schumer has a strong incentive to advance a user- 
based Brooklyn transit agenda and to seek funding of essential plan- 
ning tools, like inter-agency computer maps of pending projects and 
area- wide travel models to test the interactive effect of traffic flow 
measures and protection of pedestrians and neighborhoods. 

With an open planning process (beginning with an EIS scope 
that responds to public concerns) and sufficient resources, we can 
avert a transportation meltdown and make Brooklyn a smart- 
growth model for the nation. 

— Carolyn Konheim, Chair, Community Consulting Services Inc. 

Downtown Brooklyn 

Wake up, Windsor Terrace! 

To the editor: 

A few years ago, T-shirts that read “Windsor Terrace: the best 
kept secret” were being sold on Prospect Park West. Well, that no 
longer applies as in the last year and half we have been subject to 
an infestation of street people. 

At one time, many of our seniors used to enjoy sitting in the circle 
at Bartel-Pritchard Square. That is a place of comfort that has disap- 
peared due to the takeover by drunks and drug users. It is not unusu- 
al to see addicts nodding out or lovers’ spats that end up with these 
low lives slapping each other around at all hours of the night. 

There is also the problems of using the park as a public toilet 
in front of women and children and the brazen acts of prostitu- 
tion that are taking place within a short distance of children who 
use the park for summer camp. 

This is a growing problem, as there seems to be an influx into the 
area that continues to grow. I recommend you contact the 72nd 
Precinct and [Community Board 7] and advise them of your con- 
cern about the quality of life in Windsor Terrace. 

— Thomas Prendergast, Windsor Terrace 


YOUR BODY 
YOUR LIFE 
YOUR TIME 



Park Slope Sports Club 
330 Flatbush Avenue • Brooklyn 

718 - 783-5152 

www.fitnessventures.net 



At Park Slope Sports Club, our mission is to help you achieve your personal fitness needs 
and provide you with first-class service and facilities, so that achieving your goals is as effortless 
and enjoyable as possible. Our club offers a wide variety of cardiovascular, strength training, 
and free weight equipment to meet everyone’s needs.We offer the absolute best aerobic, 
spinning® and group activities programs around. 
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CAREER CONCERNS? 

Professional Coaching 
for Successful 
Career Transitions 

• Job Search Strategies 

• Resumes & Cover Letters 

• Interview Preparation 

• Career Planning 

Career Transition Resources (CTR) 

26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 



Debra Laks, M.S.S.A., Director 


Permanent Hair Removal Specialist 

Heights 

Electrolysis 

Theresa Parolisi, C.RE. Board Certified 


- Computerized 
Equipment 

- Disposable 
Sterile Probes 


PERMANENT 

METHOD 

For Women, Men & Teens 


Lose Weight or Stop Smoking 
in ONE Session! 


RESULTS GUARANTEED 


Also specializing in Psychotherapy 
Self Hypnosis Tapes now on sale if you do not want a session. 

Dr. STEVEN ALDEN, Ph.D. 718-643-6152 
$$ Brooklyn Heights 




Dr. Desmond Parkin, OD. 

Serving the Park Slope & PPH area since 1998 


INSURANCES • Treatment of Ocular Diseases 
ACCEPTED • Difficult/Hard to Fit Contact Lenses 
• Quality Selection of Eyeglasses 


Ghamar 178 Park Place (718)623-9122 

I fSCFf (bet. Flatbush and Vanderbilt Aves.) 

Vision 856 u 


New treatment repairs spine 


New York Methodist Hospital 

A new minimally invasive 
treatment to repair spine frac- 
tures called kyphoplasty has 
become available at New 
York Methodist Hospital. 

Over 700,000 spine fractures 
occur each year in the United 
States, the majority to elderly 
people. The fractures are usual- 
ly caused by osteoporosis and 
can be very painful and have 
serious long-term consequen- 


3 gens 
at LICH 


Long Island College Hospital 

Isabella Maria was bom 
carrying on a family tradition. 

Her birth at Long Island Col- 
lege Hospital marks the third 
generation of women in her 
family have delivered at LICH. 

Isabellla, her mom, An- 
toinette Quatela, and grand- 
mother, Mrs. Angela Rizzi be- 
fore her, were all bom at LICH. 

“We are proud to have been 
this family’s medical center of 
choice for three generations ” 
said David Gal, MD, chairman of 
the department of obstetrics and 
gynecology. 

Antoinette did not have to go 
far to have her baby. She is 
LICH’s assistant director of 
pharmacy, and will resume her 
position following maternity 

In addition to general ob/gyn, 
LICH’s women’s services in- 
clude reproductive endocrinology 
and infertility, minimally invasive 
surgery, high-risk obstetrics, 4-D 
ultrasound, reconstructive pelvic 
surgery, gyn urology, gyn cancer 
care, midwife services and a 
birthing center. 

For more information, , call 
(866)811-7227. 


Osteoporosis is a disease 
characterized by low bone 
mass and structural changes 
which cause the bones to be- 
come fragile and easily bro- 
ken. Spinal fractures can also 
be caused by cancer or a trau- 
matic incident, such as a fall 
or a car accident. 

“You don’t want to perform 
a very invasive surgical proce- 
dure on an elderly patient. And 
yet, most patients with spine 
fractures are elderly,” said Erico 
Cardoso, MD, chief of neuro- 
surgery at New York Methodist 
Hospital. “Kyphoplasty enables 
us to restore the integrity of the 
spine using minimally-invasive 
techniques, which enable pa- 
tients to recover much more 
quickly.” 

Whether painful or not, the 
long-term consequences of 
spinal fractions can be devastat- 
ing, and can impair physical 
function — which may lead to 
falls and decrease quality of life. 
Because they compress key or- 
gans, spinal fractures can de- 
crease pulmonary function and 
increase lung disorders. In addi- 
tion, the risk of future spinal 
fractures increases five-fold af- 
ter the first one takes place. 

Prior to the introduction of 
kyphoplasty five years ago, 
treatment was usually limited 
to pain relief and palliative 
measures such as medication, 
bracing and lifestyle changes. 
A surgical procedure, called 
verebroplasty (also available 
at Methodist) has proven to be 
very effective in repairing the 
spine, but many patients are 
not eligible for the procedure. 

“Spinal fractures have a 
tremendous ripple effect they 
affect every aspect of a pa- 
tient’s life and often force pa- 
tients to become dependent on 
their families. Kyphoplasty 
not only repairs the spine, it 
helps to restore a patient’s 
quality of life,” said Andrew 
Merola MD, orthopedic sur- 


geon at the Brooklyn and 
Arthritis Center at New York 
Methodist Hospital. 

During the prodecure, the 
surgeon makes a small inci- 
sion in the back and creates a 


path to the spine. A special 
balloon like device is placed 
into the fractured bone and in- 
flated to move the bone back 
to a more normal position and 
to create a cavity. After the 


fracture is reduced, the balloon 
is deflated and withdrawn, 
leaving a space within the ver- 
tebra, which is filled with a 
special cement to restore the 
strength of the spine. 


For more information about 
treatments for the spine at 
New York Methodist Hospital, 
call the Hospital’s Institute for 
Neurosciences at (866) 366- 
3876. 


Get rid of those 'spider 1 legs 



u 


A leg before (left) and after treatment. 


Brooklyn Vein Laser Center 

The most imprtant 
aspect of treating varicose 
veins and related spider 
veins is to identify the 
responsible leaks which 
cause the varicose veins. 

Without removing these 
tiny “waterfalls,” even if you 
remove the varicose veins they 
will soon come back. 

The old technique of hos- 
pital surgeries, multiple cuts 
in the legs, and major anes- 
thesia is thing of the past and, 
in our opinion, should not be 
done as it carries certain risks 
and is cosmetically unaccept- 
able. 

The important issue missed 
by most people treating vari- 


cose veins is the fact that most 
patients have several leaks 
(perforators) which are located 
at various parts of the leg. 

These can only be found 
with careful examinations. 
Our teachings and treatments 
have been aimed to perform 
the treatment course in the of- 
fice setting, avoid any major 
anesthesia and also create no 
disability. 

At the end of the treatment 
the involved legs should be 
free of both varicose veins and 
spiders. 

For more information call 
Drs. Majlessi and Ilkhani at 
Brooklyn Vein Laser Center, 
263 Seventh Ave. at (718) 
499-7755 or e-mail us at maj- 
Iessi@cureveins.com. 


Kids bond with elders at Met Jewish Center 


Metropolitan Jewish Geriatric Center 

Twice a month at Metropolitan 
Jewish Geriatric Center (MJGC), 
fourth graders come from nearby 
schools to interact with residents. 

This special group is called “Genera- 
tions,” in which the children are assigned 
to an “adopted” grandparent, and grand- 
parents are assigned to an “adopted” 
grandchild. 

The “adopted” grandparents and grand- 
children learn to intermingle with each 
other during various activities. "It’s won- 
derful, really wonderful,” one grandparent 
replied. The “Generations” program is a 


way of bridging the generation gap within 
the community. 

With energetic smiles, the children en- 
tered the room, greeting their “adopted” 
grandparents for one last day of fun be- 
fore their summer break from school. 

The “Generations” group enjoys activ- 
ities that accommondate both age brack- 
ets such as arts and crafts, bowling, and 
celebrating various holidays. 

Through these activities the children and 
elders learn awareness of each other and 
learn to respect each other’s age groups. Eli 
S. Feldman, president and CEO of Metro- 
politan Jewish Health System, said, “Pro- 
grams like these bring unique therapeutic 


value to our residents. By keeping our resi- 
dents happy and engaged in the communi- 
ty we are improving the quality of our resi- 
dents and the children’s lives.” 

This group enhances the respect that 
children have for the elderly, as well as pro- 
vides companionship for both the young 
and the young at heart. Grandchildren and 
grandparents enjoyed lending each other a 
helping hand during their arts and crafts 
project. Grandparents are looking forward 
to meeting new grandchildren when the 
program resumes next school year. 

For more imformation on long-term 
and short-term sub-acute care, call (718) 
851-3710. 
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TED ROTHSTEIN, DDS PhD 
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS SINCE 1976 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


HAPPINESS IS 
AHEALTHY MOUTH 

A proper diet, good oral hygiene and a dental check-up 
from AGE ONE can save teeth and money. 

Call today for your son or daughter’s appointment. 

Reneida E. Reyes, D.D.S., M.P.H. 

Ioanna Mentzelopoulou, D.D.S. 

Tel: (718) 230-0380 

Fax (718) 230-0358 
One Hanson Place, Suite 2204, Brooklyn, NY 11243 



Experienced Psychotherapist 
Tobi Peck, MSW, CSW 

Bklyn Heights Loc. Near Boro Hall 


THE BROOKLYN CENTER FOR 

H 

helps you change your world. 


718 - 622-4142 


Emergency 

Service 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 
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• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings - Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


789-5700 

Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


BROOKLYN 

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 

• Psychological Testing and Psychotherapy 
stress, physical symptoms, and medical 


Eva Ng, Psy.D. 

Licensed Psychologist 
!4 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, N> 

Tel.: 718-680-3608 c 


Compassionate therapy 
for lasting change. 

Our psychologists will help you with 
self-esteem, stage of life, body 
image, relationship problems and 
more. Free consult, moderate fees, 

and weekend hours in pleasant, Park 
Slope offices. 

Women Psychotherapists of Brooklyn 

(718)398-2015 W33 


THE BROOKLYN CENTER FOB 

H 

Family Development Services 

Comprehensive therapeutic 
programs help your family 
develop and grow. 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

SDecializina in the reduction of stress, 

> & school problems for 


DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W. 


FEELING FAT? 


Cheryl Pearlman, csw 

Psychotherapist 


(718) 636-3099 


WOMEN'S HEALTH 


Cosmetic Dentistry of N.Y offers 


for Children and Adults 



No 

Money 

Down 


2 convenient locations 


$ 89 

per month 


BROOKLYN > 

1 965 Coney Island Ave. 

(Bet. Quentin Rd. & Ave. P) 

718-998-0062 > 


MANHATTAN 

114 W. 71st Street 

(Bet. Columbus & Broadway) 

212-721-4549 


ORTHODONTIC SPECIALISTS P.C. 

Michael Donato Jr. d.m.d. 
Robert Seminara d.d.s. 

Diplomate, Amer. Bd. of Orthodontics 

EXCELLENCE IN ORTHODONTICS 

for children and adults 

Traditional Braces - ‘Clear Braces - ‘Invisible Braces 
‘Multiple payment options 
Members American Association of Orthodontists 

visit us at: www.straightteeth.net 

1 Hanson PI. Suite 1211 
Downtown Brooklyn 718-638-7832 


All phases of 

General & 

Jack Irwin, dd s. 

41 4 Seventh Avenue 

Cosmetic 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

Dentistry 

718/768-8372 

Emer. Beeper # 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 

917/893-8581 

Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 

Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 

and infection control. 

Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, HIP. 


Dr. Kliot - 

Midwife Team 

„ 

People who 
keep caring 
about making 
mommies & 
babies happy!" 

We are able to take 
care of a full spectrum 
of obstetrical & 
gynecological needs. — 

» % 

y 

Both a physician 
& midwife are 
available to attend 
your delivery. 

V 

Sunday & 

W evening hours 

*1 

Insurance friendly 

| David A. Kliot, md. facog & 

Gregory E. Kliotj md, facog | 

Prospect Park Locale 

225 Marlborough Road 
Brooklyn, NY 11226 

(718) 693-1011 

Boro Park Locale 

5319B 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204 

(718) 851-3202 
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When the word of the Lord is too loud 


Amplified revival meets 
pit Sunset Parkers 
against Pentecostals 



By Amy Sara Clark 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A coalition of Sunset 
Park neighbors have put a 
temporary halt to what 
they call “horrible abuse” 
and frequent “assaults” 
from groups that congre- 
gate in the local park. 

Their outrage is aimed not at 
rowdy teenagers or violent 
criminals but at church groups 
that, for the past three summers, 
have held often-loud, open-air 


religious outreach services near- 
ly every weekend in Sunset 
Park, which runs from 41st to 
44th streets, between Fifth and 
Seventh avenues. 

The events, which combine 
preaching, worship, testimoni- 
als and calls to “accept the 
lord,” often started at 9 am and 
continued until nearly 8 pm. 

The church groups, which 
came from as far as Ohio, in- 
cluded many Hispanic Pente- 
costals from the neighbor- 
hood, but also evangelical 


Lutheran, Methodist and 
Catholic groups. What’s con- 
sistent to all is the live music 
amplified by giant speakers 
that police say often reach 
eight to 10 feet tall. 

It’s the use of those speak- 
ers that pitted what is primari- 
ly a Hispanic evangelical com- 
munity against a mostly white 
group of neighbors. 

The residents convinced the 
neighborhood’s 72nd Precinct 
police this year to stop issuing 
permits that allow groups to 
use amplified sound in the 
park. The church groups have 
protested the decision, and af- 
ter a hearing on the issue, 
Community Board 7 has asked 
the two sides to mediate the 
dispute through the Red Hook 
Community Justice Center. 

The two sides have met 
several times, but so far have 
not reached an agreement. 

“You touch the walls on 
your living room and they vi- 
brate, that’s how loud it is,” 
said Joel Kovacik, a 58-year- 
old computer instructor who 
lives across the street from the 
park. “My dishes were rattling 
in the kitchen.” 

“It is so loud that I literally 
can’t hear my television. I can’t 
make a telephone call,” said 
Mike Fleshman, 49, a writer 
who also lives across from the 
park and who is spearheading 
the effort to permanently ban 
amplified park events. 

“It used to go on for seven, 
eight, nine hours every Satur- 
day and Sunday and I bitterly, 
bitterly resent it,” Fleshman 

But local church leaders say 
the oversized speakers are nec- 
essary to reach the people they 
most want to help. 

“In order to preach the word 
of God effectively, we need to 
have sound,” said the Rev. 
Daniel Rodriguez, pastor of 
the Pentecostal Assembly, at 
320 47th St. “It’s the right 
thing to do.” 

The primary mission of the 


Pentecostal Church is “to in- 
troduce lost souls to Christ,” 
according to the Web site of 
Assemblies of God, the 
world’s largest Pentecostal or- 
ganization 

“We want to reach people, 
and how loud can you raise 
your voice without speakers? 
If people are playing basket- 
ball, they’re not going to stop 
and join the worship service if 
they can’t hear it,” said Maria 
Cabon, whose husband is a 
minister at Iglesia Sol De Jus- 
tica (Son of Righteousness 
Church), at 6120 Third Ave. 

Pentecostalism was one of 
the fastest growing religions of 
the 20th century, ranking sec- 
ond only to the Church of the 
Latter Day Saints. Between 
1990 and 2000, membership 
in Assemblies of God grew 
18.5 percent in the United 
States. Surveys estimate that 
there are now between 4 mil- 
lion and 10 million Pente- 
costals in the United States 
and hundreds of millions 
worldwide. According to one 
estimate, nearly 40 percent of 
the world’s Pentecostals live in 
Latin America. 

The open-air worship serv- 
ice and the accompanying mu- 
sic plays a vital role in Pente- 
costal outreach and worship, 
said the Rev. Hugh Rose, 
longtime director of Harves- 
time, a nationally syndicated 
radio program featuring Pente- 

“Music isn’t a rule of doc- 
trine, but you can reach more 
people if you use it,” he said in 
a telephone interview from his 
office in Harrison Hills, Ohio. 
“There’s a kind of magnetic 
warmth that happens between 
people at tent revivals. ... 
There’s sincerity that people 
sense, that you’re not afraid to 
preach your beliefs in wide- 
open spaces.” 

And that is what the evan- 
gelical church groups have 
been doing for what Fleshman 
calls “three unbearable sum- 


It took that long for the 
precinct to stop issuing the 
permits because of administra- 
tive turnover, said community 
affairs Police Officer Brian 
Fusco, of the 72nd Precinct, 
who noted that the precinct 
has had a different command- 
er each year. 

This year, residents contin- 
ued lobbying the precinct 
throughout the winter and the 
current precinct commander, 


Capt. Dominic Gentile, sus- 
pended amplification permits 
before summer began. 

“I know it’s done in good 
faith, but whether you’re 
preaching for the word of God 
or selling a brand of paint, it’s 
still loud, and people shouldn’t 
have to put up with it,” Fusco 

“On any given Monday [in 
the summer] we would have 
40 to 50 complaints on the an- 
swering machine,” he said, 


the noise in the background 
was so loud that it obscured 
the message. 

Church groups can still get 
a permit — issued by the city 
Parks Department — to hold 
an event in the park, but non- 
amplified events are not effec- 
tive, said Rodriguez. 

He said banning the sound 
permits impinged on his First 
Amendment freedom of reli- 
gion protection. 

“They’re saying, ‘You as- 
semble and we’re going to 
dictate how you’re going to 
perform the service.’ That’s 
totally unconstitutional.” 

“No one is disputing their 
constitutional right to assem- 
ble in the park and practice 
their religion,” said Fleshman. 
“The only thing at issue is the 
noise. I love jazz music but I 
wouldn’t want that pumped 
into my house all day, either.” 

Fleshman added that the 
police are denying amplifica- 
tion permits to all local events 
— even a children’s education 
program. 

On June 16, CB7 appointed 
Fleshman and Rodriguez to 
negotiate for each side. 

While the two sides were 
still waiting for negotiations to 
begin, on July 9, about 100 
church members gathered in 
the park for a non-amplified 
worship service. 

“It was a good time to 
come together and pray,” Ro- 
driguez said of the event. 
“The churches are getting the 
feeling that things are being 
stalled. The summer is going 
by.” 

Two weeks later, the two 
sides began weekly mediation 
sessions. Meetings are cur- 
rently focused on working 
with the city Department of 
Environmental Protection to 
find a location in the park that 
is sheltered enough to keep 
the sound from disturbing the 
surrounding community. 

On Aug. 7, the group un- 


successfully tried a spot near 
Sixth Avenue and 43rd Street. 
It planned to try a spot near 
Fifth Avenue and 41st Street 
on Aug. 14. 

“I’m still optimistic,” Ro- 
driguez said after the first 
meeting. “In the midst of the 
rain everyone came out. That 
in itself says something, that 
both sides are willing to find a 
solution.” 

Fleshman said he is happy 
to continue negotiating, but 
remains skeptical that a com- 
promise can be reached. 

“I’ve heard, on a couple of 
occasions, from the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Pro- 
tection, and they say amplified 
sounds basically cannot be 
used responsibly in the park 
because of its small size, its 
raised elevation and the fact 
that it’s surrounded on three 
sides by residential neighbor- 
hoods,” he said. 

“It’s not going to get any 
bigger, the neighbors are not 
going to move out and we’re 
not going to lower the park,” 
said Fleshman. “There are 
plenty of other parks in the 
area where amplified sound 
can be used responsibly.” 

Steven Kowal, a city Parks 
Department employee who 
said he worked in the park 
every Saturday last summer, 
said the meetings were not as 
noisy as the critics charge. 

“They’re peaceful, not too 
loud,” Kowal said. “I’ve never 
heard anyone complain.” 

Joel Kovacik, a computer 
teacher, conceded that the 
noise wasn’t always deafening 
and that some church groups 
were quieter than others, but 
he maintained that “at least 
five or six times” last summer 
the noise was unbearable. 

For now though, the park, 
and the homes bordering it, 
remain relatively quiet, and 
Kovacik, like many of his 
neighbors, is content. 

Said Kovacik, “It’s heaven 
right now.” 


THUMBS... 

Continued from page 1 

ma. “Maybe everybody is looking for fast food, to take it fast and 
go see a movie.” 

That is close to the type of eatery Caravello is looking to cre- 

Caravello said the incoming business would be more of a buf- 
fet tailored to be around $10to$12a person, down from the pre- 
vious menu, which could cost about $35 per person. 

“We’re going to stay in this spot and change it around [to] 
more affordable eating,” he said. 

Additionally, Caravello said he would look to relocate the 
original Grappa sometime in the next year. 

Forest City Ratner Companies, which built the United Artists 
building, drew sharp criticism in 1999 when it announced plans 
to develop the lot on Court Street between State and Schermer- 
hom streets into a 210-foot-tall, windowless movie theater com- 

Residents complained the multiplex would draw endless traf- 
fic to their quiet residential streets. As a concession to residents, 
Forest City Ratner located the loading docks and marquee exclu- 
sively on the busy Court Street side. 

But since opening, the management of the United Artists 
Court Street Stadium 12 has done little to curtail the crowds on 
Court Street and more efficiently deal with often round-the-block 

The parent company of United Artists Theaters, Regal Enter- 
tainment Group, recently agreed to employ an off-duty police of- 
ficer during the summer for crowd control outside the multiplex 
movie house on Friday and Saturday nights. 

The additional security officer was hired from the NYPD’s 
Paid Detail Unit, a program that connects organizations with po- 
lice officers to perform off-duty uniformed security work within 
New York City. Caravello said the officer is not always visible 
outside the theater. 

Caravello said among the other drains on his business was the 
closing of the Board of Education headquarters at 110 Livingston 
St., which he estimated cost him 50 percent of his lunchtime reg- 
ulars. He estimated that the city and state smoking bans cut an- 
other 30 percent out of his bar crowd. 

“Foot traffic has died out,” he said. “Except for [people going 
to] the theater.” 


MACY'S... 

Continued from page 1 
on Dekalb Avenue. 

No shots were fired and the investigation is ongoing. 

Police could not offer a theory about how the robbers made 
their escape. 

“As far as I know we’ve never had anything like this before,” 
said Joyce Baumgarten, a spokeswoman for the mail’s owner, 
Forest City Ratner Companies. 

She said the mall employs security guards manning the corri- 
dors and the company has no plans to increase its security force 
in response to the weekend’s incident. 

A Macy's spokeswoman did not return calls seeking comment. 

The robbery comes just as Macy’s is advancing plans to vacate 
the mall. Parent company Federated Department Stores will get 
out of its lease by sub-leasing the space to Burlington Coat Fac- 
tory, the latest of a series of businesses to occupy the 130,000- 
square-foot space. 

A pair of unnamed employees expressed dissatisfaction that 
the store was leaving after Macy’s intentions were made known, 
according to a published report. 

Their complaints centered on the fact that there were no 
arrangements made to transfer them to the nearest Macy’s, on 
Fulton Street. Instead, they said they were told they could seek 
employment Macy’s locations throughout the city, all of which 
are miles away from Atlantic Center. — Patrick Gallahue 



Great Irish meeting 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg met with officials planning the 23rd annual Great Irish Fair, to be held Sept. 6-7 in Dreier-Of- 
ferman Park in Coney "Ireland." At the City Hall meeting were, from left, Margaret Keaveney, director of communica- 
tions for Catholic Charities; Frank Comerford, president of NBC, who will serve as Chief Brehon; Bloomberg; Kimberley 
Muldoon, the Colleen Queen; and Al O'Hagan, the fair's director. 


FACTORY... 

Continued from page 1 

tions to sell the building. That could not be confirmed by press 

Penson attorney Gerald Goldstein told The Brooklyn Papers 
he only handled the buyout of the building. A secretary at Pen- 
son’s Bronx office told The Papers this week that Penson was 
out of town. 

Penson offered the tenants $200,000 in June — averaging 
about $5,000 per household — on the condition that they forego 
any future legal action. He gave them until July 14 to decide. 

Zebulon said they ultimately rejected the offer. 

“The majority of the people felt the offer was not anything that 
could make a difference in our lives considering what they were 
giving up,” she said. 

The Penson Company successfully bought out of the Mitchell- 
Lama program on June 13 after a four-year fight. 

Under the Mitchell-Lama program, the owner bought the 42- 
unit apartment building from the city in the mid-70s for $55,000 
on the condition that he offer it to middle-income tenants, espe- 
cially artists. After 20 years, he had the right to buy out of the 
program by paying off the $2 million mortgage to HPD and the 
Housing Development Corporation. 

Tenants have continued the battle on multiple fronts seeking 
help from the state legislature, the Carroll Gardens Association 
and the courts. 

Millman, in 2002, introduced a bill in the Assembly engi- 
neered specifically for the building. That bill proposed blocking 
the dissolution of the Mitchell-Lama housing for that building. It 
passed the Assembly in both this year and last. 

Connor, a fellow Democrat, twice introduced a version of the 
bill in the Republican-controlled state Senate, but it failed to pass 

The Carroll Gardens Association, a local non-profit organiza- 
tion that manages and develops middle-income housing, also 
sought subsidies to intervene on behalf of the residents. And 
while the organization remains involved it has not been able to 
gather enough funds to make a viable offer. 

“I don’t know what other avenue there is for us,” Millman 
said. “Never say never here, but we would do anything to find a 
way for these people to stay in Downtown Brooklyn.” 


Another high-end deli set for Court St 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Just what Court Street needed ... 
another upscale deli. 

A former manager at Court Order, a gourmet 
deli run by Lassen & Hennig owner Chris Calfa, 
is set to open a similar deli half a block from his 
former workplace — a move that could spark 
competition between Court and Montague 
streets’ growing contingent of upscale delis. 
Tony Mbassat and his partner, Roseann 


Paradiso, plan to open Tuscany Gourmet at 64 
Court St., between Joralemon and Livingston 
streets, in September, Paradiso said. The deli, 
she said, will offer coffee, pasta, salads and 
brick-oven pizza — similar to the selection 
found at Court Order. 

According to Calfa, Mbassat worked for 
eight years as a store manager of the 60-year- 
old Lassen & Hennig deli at 136 Montague 
St. before taking the reins at Court Order for 
about 10 months. 

George Chamoun, Calfa’s brother-in-law, 


also built from his time working at Lassen & 
Hennig, and in 1998 opened Monty Q’s, a 
brick oven pizzeria on Montague St.between 
Clinton and Henry streets. 

Tuscany Gourmet will replace the former 
deli-grocery next door to O’Keefe’s bar and 
grift. 

It will have to vie for Downtown workday 
business with numerous other Court Street 
and Montague Street businesses. 

“There is a lot of pedestrian traffic on Court 
Street,” said Judy Stanton, executive director 


of the Brooklyn Heights Association. “But if 
you were asking me what type of store was 
needed, I would suggest something more than 
quick food. Downtown Brooklyn has more 
than enough food establishments.” 

Stanton added that residents in Brooklyn 
Heights had indicated an interest in a fresh 
fish market or an exercise equipment retailer. 

“Opening a restaurant is a big investment, 
and a financial commitment,” Stanton said, 
“and I hope [Mbassat] can make a go of it.” 


'Cosi' sandwich bar to be Italian 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Cosi, a sandwich shop, coffee house 
and bar at 116 Montague St., closed its 
doors last week and will be replaced by 
an Italian restaurant run by Greg 
Markman, owner of the Heights Cafe just 
down the block. 

Markman has assumed Cosi’s 10-year lease, 
with an additional five-year option, and will 
soon begin renovations on the 2,200-square- 
foot space next door to Starbucks. 

Markman said he hopes to open the new 
eatery by the end of the year. 

“It’s going to be fun,” Markman told The 
Brooklyn Papers this week. “We’re using the 
same architect and designer that did the Heights 
Cafe [at the comer of Montague and Hicks 


streets] and we’re going to follow the same for- 
mula — great food, value and great ambience.” 

Markman hired architect Larry Bogdanow, 
designer of SoHo’s Cub Room and the Union 
Square Cafe, to design the space. He added that 
the restaurant would essentially have to be 
completely rebuilt because Cosi was mostly 
equipped to be a coffee and sandwich bar. 

Cosi opened in 2001 as the 55th restaurant in 
the Xando Cosi chain. Xando was a coffee 
shop and Cosi, a flatbread sandwich shop, 
when they merged in 1999. 

The restaurant was largely embraced for its 
more relaxed lunchtime environment that offered 
seating, although after 5 pm, the bar opened, 
which offered beer, wine and cocktails until 1 am. 

Calls to Xando Cosi were not returned by 
press time. 

In addition to owning the Heights Cafe, 


Markman also used to be a partner with anoth- 
er well-known Heights restaurateur, Nando 
Ghorchian. 

Markman was an original partner in Caffe 
Buon Gusto, on Montague Street between 
Hicks and Clinton streets, but sold his share to 
Ghorchian. 

Ghorchian is now in the process of opening 
several restaurants in the Heights beginning 
with Balzar, a European steakhouse, at the for- 
mer Isobel site, 60 Henry St. at the comer of 
Cranberry Street. That opened two weeks ago. 
He will follow Balzar up with a Mediterranean 
restaurant called Cafe Del Mar, at 311 Henry 
St., then a Caribbean bar at 50 Henry St., 
across Cranberry Street from Balzar, which is 
currently under construction, and a French bak- 
ery to replace Bagelady at 74 Clark St., by the 
end of the year. 


restaurant 



The shuttered Cosi sandwich bar at 1 16 
Montague St. in Brooklyn Heights 
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Cyclones keep lead on ’Cutters 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Cyclones 6 
Aberdeen 2 

Aug. 5 at Brooklyn 

Ryan Danly started for 
Brooklyn, pitching the open- 
ing three innings and allowing 
only a run. Tim Worthington 
got the win in relief for his 
first victory of the season and 
Bryan King picked up his first 
save of the season. 

Ian Bladergroen knocked 
in two Cyclones runs with a 
single; Rashad Parker home- 
red for a run; Brett Harper 
picked up an RBI on a 
groundout; Blake Whealy had 
an RBI double; and Harper 
had a sacrifice fly. 
Aberdeen 6 
Cyclones 4 
Aug. 6 at Brooklyn 

The Cyclones used 21 
players against the Ironbirds, 
but the Maryland outfit, 
owned by Cal Ripken Jr., won 
in 13 innings. 

The normally prevailing 
wind off the ocean was often 
muted, but more on that later. 

Brooklyn ruffled some of 
those Ironbird feathers in the 
bottom of the first inning 
when center fielder Jonathan 
Slack, the Cyclones’ leadoff 
man, walked and flew to sec- 
ond on a wild pick-off throw 
by Aberdeen starter Christo- 
pher Ray. Aaron Baldiris, the 
new Cyclone third baseman 
just sent down from Capital 
City, singled to center scoring 
Slack. 

In the third inning, the 
Ironbirds’ Manny Del Rosario 
and Ryan Hubele hit RBI sin- 
gles to give Aberdeen a 2-1 
advantage against Brooklyn 
starter Adam Walker. 

Brooklyn came back with a 
run in the eighth on an Aaron 
Baldiris single and an Andy 



Wilson double. 

The infamous wind off the 
Atlantic had died down by the 
extra innings. In the 10th, Jar- 
od Rine hit the fourth homer 
ever hit to right field at 
Keyspan Park. That gave the 
Ironbirds a 3-2 lead. 

But while it took two and a 
half seasons to hit four home 
runs out to right, it only took 
another half an inning for the 
fifth, as Ian Bladergroen flew 
one into the right field stands, 
again tying the score. 

The game advanced to the 
13th inning when Aberdeen 
took a one run lead after Rine 
singled, advanced to second 
on a wild pitch and later 
scored on a single by Nick 
Markakis. Chad Boudon then 
homered to center to give the 
Ironbirds a three-run lead. 

Steve Correa (1-1) took the 
loss in relief. 

Cyclones 7 
Williamsport 1 
Aug. 7 at Brooklyn 

Williamsport was back in 
Brooklyn and so was Benson- 
hurst’s Anthony Bocchino, the 
Crosscutter left fielder, who 
has been beating on his home- 
town team all season. Bocchi- 
no came into this series hitting 
.450 against Brooklyn. 

The Cyclones broke open a 
scoreless game in the fourth 
inning. Jonathan Slack sin- 
gled; Rashad Parker singled to 
shortstop with the shortstop’s 
throwing error sending Slack 
to third. Ian Bladergroen then 
singled in Slack and Parker 
went to second. Baldiris sin- 
gled in Parker and Blader- 
groen went to third. After a 
Brett Harper strikeout, Blake 
Whealy hit a sacrifice fly to 
score Bladergroen. 

In the sixth, Brooklyn 
scored four more runs. Aaron 
Baldiris knocked in two with 
a single and catcher Yunir 
Garcia knocked in two more 


with a double. 

Bensonhurst nemesis Boc- 
chino singled in the seventh 
and scored Williamsport’s 
lone run on a double by Timo- 
thy Brown. 

Brooklyn starter Vincent 
Cordova (1-2) pitched six 
scoreless innings to grab his 
first Cyclone win. 

Cyclones 4 
Williamsport 3 

Aug. 8 at Brooklyn 

In the first inning, the Cy- 
clones wasted no time when 


Jonathan Slack bunted for a 
hit and Rashad Parker walked. 
Slack advanced to third when 
Ian Bladergroen forced Parker 
at second. Aaron Baldiris then 
singled to drive in Slack and 
send Bladergroen to second. 
Brett Harper singled in 
Bladergroen, sending Baldiris 
to third. Blake Whealy forced 
Harper at second, scoring 
Baldiris. 

Williamsport came back 
with two mns in the fourth in- 
ning. With one down, Antho- 
ny Bocchino singled. Then 


Timothy Brown was hit by a 
pitch. Michael Cockrell dou- 
bled down the left field line, 
scoring Bocchino and sending 
Brown to third base. Mike 
McCuiston’s groundout to 
second scored Cockrell. 

The Cyclones came back 
with a run in the fifth when 
Ender Chavez singled and 
scored on a Tony Piazza dou- 
ble. 

With Carlos Muniz on in 
relief in the ninth inning, Ny- 
jer Morgan singled with two 
outs and Craig Stansberry 


doubled to left center, scoring 
Morgan. Then Bocchino came 
up and repeatedly stepped out 
of the batter’s box against Mu- 
ni/. Cyclones' manager Tim 
Teufel didn’t like Bocchino’s 
tactics and protested to the 
home plate umpire. Finally, 
Muniz got Bocchino to pop 
out for the final out. 

Starter Matt Lindstrom 
picked up his sixth win of the 
season. 

Lowell 5 
Cyclones 3 
Aug. 9 at Lowell 

The Cyclones were “On the 
Road,” appropriately to the 
Massachusetts hometown of 
Jack Kerouac, author of the 
classic Beat Generation book 
of the same name. Brooklyn 
was playing the Spinners, so 
named because of the history 
of textile mills in the town. 
Lowell has converted many of 
the old brick buildings into of- 
| fices and apartments, and the 
i- town has beautiful canals. But 
if the scenery did little for the 
2 Brooks. 

Brian Bannister (4-1) start- 
1 , ed for Brooklyn and had his 
| first poor outing, and first loss 
“ of the season. Bannister al- 
f lowed two walks in the first 
inning and both runners 
scored on a triple. Banister 
lasted only 2 2/3 innings. 

The Cyclones scored a run 
in the third inning when with 
two down, Jonathan Slack 
doubled and then scored on 
Rashad Parker’s single. 

The Spinners scored anoth- 
er run in the third on an RBI 
single by Claudio Arias. 

Lowell added two more in 
the eighth inning. 

The Cyclones closed the 
gap in the ninth on a two-run 
double by Jonathan Slack but 
came up short. 

Cyclones 5 
Lowell 2 
Aug. 10 at Lowell 

Lowell scored in the first on 
an RBI double by Matt Mur- 


Guy’s guys: Conti rates Clones 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

The Mets’ farm hands in 
Brooklyn are watched at 
Keyspan by about 8,000 
fans a night. But there are 
also other interested par- 
ties, who usually visit the 
borough for five or six 
days at a clip. 

These parties include scouts 
for the Mets and other teams. 
They include “rovers” — trav- 
eling coordinators or consult- 
ants like Brett Butler, Chris 
Chambliss, Ray Rippelmeyer 
and Hall of Famer Gary Carter. 

Also there, several times 
each season for his five-day 
visits, is Guy Conti. 

Conti is the Mets’ minor 
league field coordinator. He is 
responsible for instruction in 
the entire Mets farm system 
— Kingsport, Brooklyn, Cap- 
ital City, Port St. Lucie, Bing- 
hamton and Norfolk. 

He has been in baseball for 
more than 35 seasons. Conti 
played in the Houston Astros- 
Colt .45s minor league system 
as a pitcher and catcher, retir- 
ing after a shoulder injury. He 
also served in many capacities 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers 
organization. 

Conti was at Keyspan Park 
recently, and he discussed 
some former, current and pos- 
sibly future Brooklyn Cy- 
clones’ position players. 

Eagerly anticipating who 
might become the first Cy- 
clone to reach the major 
leagues, fans will want to hear 
Conti’s opinion on Danny 
Garcia, a second baseman 
who played for the Cyclones 
in 2001. and who’s hitting 
.270 for triple-A Norfolk. 

“Danny Garcia has really 
come on strong this year,” 
Conti said. “He was moved 
up to Norfolk for a two-week 
period because of an injury, 
but we can’t get him out of 
there. He has a chance of a 
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September call-up.” 

Frank Corr, an outfielder- 
first baseman, was a Cyclones 
fan favorite both in 2001 and 
last season. Only 5-foot-9, 
Corr is from Florida, but he 
lived in his aunt’s house in 
Mill Basin when he played in 
Brooklyn. Corr is still strong, 
and he’s lost some weight. 
He’s hitting .281 with four 
home mns at Binghamton. 

“Corr can hit,” Conti notes. 
“We’re looking into moving 
him to second base so that 
we’ll have a power-hitting 
second baseman.” 

Justin Huber, now hitting 
.271 with three home mns, 
only played briefly for the Cy- 
clones in 2001, but he has rep- 
resented Australia three differ- 
ent years in the under- 18 
World Championships. He’s 
now at double-A Binghamton. 

Conti raves about Huber. 

“Justin Huber is definitely a 
prospect as a catcher. I saw 
him hit. in double-A, two of 
the longest home runs I’ve 
ever seen. In Erie, Pa., I saw 
him hit a home mn over the 
left field wall and on top of an 
ice hockey arena and the roof 
of the ice hockey arena was 
about 140 feet high. This kid’s 
got some type of power when 
he puts the ball in play, and 
he’s only 20 years old.” 

Also playing for Bingham- 
ton is one of Brooklyn’s 2001 
Opening Day heroes, Mike Ja- 
cobs. Conti, says Jacobs “has 
taken his average up to about 
.320 with about 13 home runs, 
and [Binghamton manager] 
John Steams is ecstatic about 


his swing. We’re not sure 
where he’ll play. It could be 
catcher, outfield, first base. 
We’ve got to get that bat in the 
lineup somewhere.” 

How about anyone coming 
up to Brooklyn for a late-season 
boost to the offense? Conti was 
asked about Tyler Davidson, the 
first baseman-outfielder who 
was called up by the Cyclones 
on Wednesday. 

Conti fills us in on David- 
son: “He was in Brooklyn last 
year and he had a broken bone 
in his wrist. From about the 
middle of April of this year his 
wrist has healed. He’s a big 
guy [6-foot-5, 240 pounds]. 
Davidson’s got power poten- 
tial. There’s a chance if 
Brooklyn needs a power-hit- 


ting, right-handed bat, we 
could move him to Brooklyn 
since Kingsport’s season ends 
before the end of August.” 

Davidson was hitting .337 
with 10 home runs and 35 RBIs 
in 50 games with Kingsport. 

So Davidson’s time with 
the Cyclones has now come. 
But lets take a look at some of 
the guys who came before 
him this year. Conti was asked 
about some of the Cyclones 
“regulars.” 

The coordinator picked out 
a recent Cyclones starting 
lineup and talked about both 
the infield and outfield. 

“Aaron Baldiris is a legiti- 
mate prospect as a third base- 


man, maybe as a second base- 
man. He has made four 



Fa-fa-fooey! 

Cyclones mascot Pee-Wee hangs out with Gary Dell'A- 
bate, better-known as "Babba Booey" from the Howard 
Stern radio show at Keyspan Park Tuesday night. 


outstanding defensive plays in 
two nights. David Reaver is a 
solid, dependable shortstop,” he 
said. “Blake Whealy and Andy 
Wilson are more offensive 
minded and they need some 
work on turning the double play. 
Ian Bladergroen has tremendous 
hands and feet around the bag. 
He looks like he’s going to get 
bigger and stronger, so I expect 
a lot out of him. 

“The outfielders — Rashad 
Parker, Ender Chavez and 
Jonathan Slack — all can mn 
a bit,” he said, “but they all 
need to get better command of 
the strike zone.” 

K-Man’s korner 

One way to keep the fans at 
Keyspan Park entertained is to 
give them an extra rooting inter- 
est. At minor-league stadiums 
around the country, one strategy 
is to anoint an opposing player 
“The K-Man” and give out 
prizes to everyone in the stadi- 
um if that night’s K-Man strikes 
out three times. This year, the 
Cyclones added “The K-Man” 
to the team’s repertoire of in- 
game entertainment — but not 
without controversy, it turns out. 

Many, including The Brook- 
lyn Papers’ own Ed Shake- 
speare, feel that prizes shouldn’t 
be given out for something con- 
sidered negative. But players 
who’ve been “The K-Man” — 
and even lived up to the igno- 
minious name — don’t have a 
problem with it. 

“When I was the K-Man, I 
sttuck out three times,” said 
second-baseman Blake Whealy. 
“I think it’s fun for the fans. You 
strike out twice and then you go 
up there, ‘I am NOT going to 
give the fans the satisfaction.’ I 
like a challenge like that.” 

And when outfielder Jon 
Slack was the K-Man at Hud- 
son Valley last year, he whiffed 
the requisite three times. The 
crowd loved it. So the next 
night, when Slack got a stand- 
ing ovation, he tipped his cap. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 


With one out in the third, 
Cyclones outfielder Ender 
Chavez singled and stole sec- 
ond. Chavez scored on a sin- 
gle by shortstop David Reaver. 
With two outs. Reaver scored 
on a single to center by 
Rashad Parker. 

In the fourth, an error by 
Spinners third baseman Clau- 
dio Arias led to three Cyclones 

Yunir Garcia, who had 
reached first on a single, 
scored on the error and RBI 
singles by Chavez and Reaver 
made it 5-1 

Lowell catcher Jon de Vries 
led off the fifth inning with a 
homer to center. 

Brooklyn then coasted 

Maldonado (4-2) picked up 
the win in relief of Danly. 

Jamestown 8 
Cyclones 3 

Aug. 12 at Brooklyn 

It just wasn’t the Cyclones’ 

Brooklyn starter Adam 
Walker (0-2) lasted only 1 2/3 
innings, giving up three 
earned mns in the second in- 
ning on three hits and a walk. 

The Cyclones used some 
fundamental baseball to score 
a mn in the third. Blake 
Whealy singled and Rashad 
Parker walked. David Reaver 
used a sacrifice bunt to move 
the mnners to second and 
third. 

Then Jonathan Slack 
knocked in Whealy with a 
sacrifice fly. 

In the fourth inning, Brook- 
lyn drew within a mn as a 
two-out walk to Ender Chavez 
forced in Aaron Baldiris. 

After Jamestown added two 
more mns in the seventh, 
Brooklyn came back for a mn 
in the bottom of the inning. 
With one out Slack doubled 
and moved to third on a 
groundout. Ian Bladergroen 
later singled in Slack. 

The loss dropped the Cy- 
clones to 35-19, 1 1/2 games 
ahead of second-place 
Williamsport in the McNama- 
ra Division of the New York- 
Penn League. 


BATTLE... 


Continued from page 1 
didn’t turn until the French en- 
tered. People tend to look at the 
victories, not the defeats. Over 
time, the battle was largely for- 
gotten.” 

In fact, it wasn’t until our na- 
tion’s centennial that there was a 
movement to recognize the sacri- 
fices made in the Battle of 
Brooklyn — many of which oc- 
curred at the Old Stone House. 

“A certain Brooklyn newspa- 
per editor named Walt Whit- 
man began writing editorials 
calling for some memorializa- 
tion of the Maryland 400’s sac- 
rifice on the site of Washington 
Park — now J.J. Byme Park — 
without success,” said Joseph. 

At that time, the house was 
still standing, but by the early 


1900s, it had been abandoned 
and pulled down for landfill. 

“Then in the 1930s, the 
Parks Department, under [Com- 
missioner] J.J. Byme, decided 
to excavate the site of the house 
and reconstruct the house using 
as many of the original stones 
they could find,” Joseph ex- 
plained. “For a while the house 
was used as a recreation center 
in the park, and eventually it 
was closed in the early 1990s.” 

But by the mid-1990s, the fate 
of the Old Stone House began to 
look brighter, when a group of in- 
terested Brooklynites decided to 
see if they could get the city to 
open it up as a museum. That 
came to fruition in 1997. 

The inauguration of a week 
of celebratory events was large- 


ly due to the efforts of the late 
John Gallagher, historian and 
author of “The Battle of Brook- 
lyn, 1776” (SARPEDON, 
1995), which is considered the 
definitive history of the battle. 
Gallagher, a Park Sloper who 
died in February 2002, was a 
founding board member of the 
Old Stone House 

“A number of other Brooklyn 
organizations, such as the Society 
of Old Brooklynites, had been 
conducting [commemorative] 
events. Gallagher coordinated 
these activities,” said Joseph. 

This year’s celebration be- 
gins on Saturday, Aug. 16, at 10 
am, at Third Avenue and Eighth 
Street with “Remembrance 
Maryland 400,” a memorial 
ceremony sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Irish American Pa- 
rade Committee and the 
Michael A. Rawley Jr. Ameri- 
can Legion Post 1636. The cer- 


emony will be followed by a 
memorial march to the Old 
Stone House for a “Battle 
Days” opening reception and 
open house. Here activities will 
include a wreath-laying cere- 
mony and light refreshments. 

A Cemetery of the Ever- 
greens walking tour on Aug. 17, 
from 11:30 am to noon, will 
feature Revolutionary War sites. 
It will meet at the main gate, on 
Bushwick Avenue and Conway 
Street. For information, call 
(718) 455-5300. 

Also on Aug. 17, there will be 
a bus tour, led by Old Stone 
House historian Herb Yellin, of 
major Battle of Brooklyn sites 
[10 am-1 pm, $20/$15 Old Stone 
House members, by reservation 
only at (718) 768-3195], 

There will be lots of other 
commemorative ceremonies 
and parades in the following 
days, including: 


•On Aug. 23, at 10 am, a cer- 
emony at the Prison Ships Mar- 
tyrs Monument in Fort Greene 
Park, where in a crypt below the 
Doric column the remains of 
1 1,000 members of the Merchant 
Marine, Navy and Army lie; 

• On Aug. 24, at 1 1 am, a pa- 
rade from the main gate of 
Green- Wood Cemetery to the 
graves of Matilda Tone, wife of 
Irish patriot Theobald Wolf 
Tone, and John Gallagher, 
sponsored by the Irish Ameri- 
can Parade Committee; 

• On Aug. 24, at 1:30 pm, a 
parade, led by the Regimental 
Band of the United States Mer- 
chant Marine Academy, from 
the main gate of Prospect Park 
to Battle Hill, where there will 
be a ceremony honoring the pa- 
triots who fought there 227 
years ago. For information, call 
(718) 852-8235; 

• On Aug. 24, at 2 pm and 3 


pm, there will also be lots of 
fun for children with a story 
hour at the Lefferts Homestead 
(95 Prospect Park West); 

• On Aug. 27, at 6 pm, an 
Old Stone House Neighbor- 
hood Walk will visit Park Slope 
sites connected with the Battle 
of Brooklyn, led by Old Stone 
House board member and 
Hunter College archeology pro- 
fessor William J. Perry [meet at 
Grand Army Plaza under the 
arch, $12/$10 OSH members 
(718)768-3195]; 

•And in Marine Park, on 
Aug. 27, at 11 am, there will be 
storytelling with Julia Terry, ed- 
ucation coordinator of the Old 
Stone House, and at 2 pm, car- 
nival games, face painting, an 
inflatable jumping area and 
people in period costumes) at 
Marine Park on Aug. 27. Call 
(718) 421-2021 for more infor- 
mation. 



Brooklyn's 

Southern 

tradition 


T he Cyclones are a Southern team — southern Brook- 
lyn, anyway — and following the heritage of Brooklyn 
baseball, a southern gentleman has been painting a pic- 
ture of the games on the radio. 

The next time you’re at Keyspan Park, take a look at the 
press box behind home plate. There, you’ll see a banner with 
an old-fashioned microphone painted on it and the words, 
“The Catbird Seat.” Right 
behind the banner, in the 
Catbird Seat, you’ll see 
Brooklyn announcer Warner 
Fusselle, the nationally 
known radio and television 

But the expression “sit- 
ting in the catbird seat” is 
one that was made famous 
by Hall of Famer Red Bar- 
ber, the Southerner who 
started broadcasting Brook- 
lyn baseball in 1939 — and 
did so until the 1953 season. 

For a time, he worked with 
Georgian Ernie Harwell, an- 
other Hall of Fame an- 
nouncer, who broke into the 
majors in 1948 with the 
Dodgers, temporarily re- 
placing the ill Barber. 

Now Brooklyn has Fusselle, the latest Southerner in the 
Catbird Seat. Fusselle has done national television shows like 
“This Week in Baseball,” “Major League Baseball,” and 
“Major League Baseball Magazine.” He has also worked in 
movies — lending his voice to 1992’s “Bad Lieutenant.” 

So what’s he doing in Brooklyn? 

“The reason I was interested in this job was because it was 
baseball, and it was Brooklyn,” he said. “I had become 
friends with Ernie Harwell and early in my career I had writ- 
ten Red Barber for advice. Later on I interviewed Red Barber 
and got to be friendly with him as well. When I heard that 
baseball was coming back to Brooklyn I wanted to do it. I 
was from the South, too, and I wondered what it would be 
like.” 

Barber, Harwell and Fusselle didn’t grow up throwing 
Spaldeens on streets, against stoops, and off walls. Regret- 
tably, they each passed to adulthood ignorant of the taste of 
an egg cream. But they are three men who overcame then- 
lack of Brooklyn basics with two fundamentals of their 
own — the ability to inform and entertain the Brooklyn base- 
ball fan. 

Fusselle feels that it is this Southern tradition of storytelling 
that is part of the reason for the success of Barber, Harwell 
and — although he won’t admit it — himself. 

The Southern announcing tradition in Brooklyn began 
when Dodgers CEO Larry MacPhail moved from the Cincin- 
nati Reds to Brooklyn in 1938. 

Barber had begun his major league baseball career with the 
Reds in 1934. And while more and more teams began to 
broadcast games, the three New York clubs were sticking by 
they’re unwritten agreement not to put games on the radio, 
fearing it would hurt attendance. But when MacPhail began 
running the Brooklyn Dodgers, he kissed off the agreement 
and brought Barber to Brooklyn as New York City’s first ma- 
jor league baseball announcer. 

Of course, MacPhail’s decision was the right one. The 
charming Barber took to Brooklyn immediately, peppering 
his broadcasts with Southern expressions like, “running like a 
bunny with his tail on fire,” (That player can really run fast); 
the bases are FOB (full of Brooklyns); and, of course, “He’s 
sitting in the catbird seat” (The batter is sitting pretty, like 
Duke Snider up with the bases loaded, no outs, and a 3-0 

B arber’s broadcasts were so entertaining and informa- 
tive that they increased interest in the Dodgers. Atten- 
dance increases followed. Support for the Dodgers 
skyrocketed. As Brooklyn Dodger Hall of Fame President 
Marty Adler recounted, “In the summer, you could walk 
down any street in Brooklyn and follow each pitch of the 
game as it came from the open windows and the stoops.” 
Barber’s was the voice of the first professional baseball 
games ever televised — an Aug. 26, 1939, doubleheader be- 
tween Cincinnati and the Dodgers from Ebbets Field. He was 
also at the microphone on radio in the Polo Grounds in 1951 
when New York Giant Bobby Thomson hit the “Shot Heard 
’Round the World” to beat the Dodgers and win the pennant. 

Harwell broadcast that game, too, for television, and he has 
said, in an exaggeration, “The only person listening was my 

Harwell was a broadcaster for the Atlanta Crackers of the 
Southern League when Barber became ill with a perforated 
ulcer in the summer of 1948. In an unprecedented move, the 
Dodgers traded minor league catcher Cliff Dapper to Atlanta 
for Harwell, who immediately went to New York, where he 
got lost trying to find Ebbets Field from the subway. 

His first game was rained out, but Harwell came back the 
next day — better acquainted with his directions — and made 
his major league debut on Aug. 4. In the first inning of his 
first game, Brooklyn’s Jackie Robinson stole home. 

Harwell stayed with the Dodgers through the 1949 season 
and then became a broadcaster for the rival New York Giants. 
He spent a few years with the Giants and the Baltimore Ori- 
oles before he found a home with the Detroit Tigers, where he 
spent 37 years doing play-by-play. He retired after the 2002 
season. 

So, Brooklyn has this great tradition of Southern announc- 
ers. But there’s a problem. As fan Mark Lazarus, also known 
as the Mayor of Section 14, points out, “We have Warner 
Fusselle, a nationally recognized announcer, broadcasting our 
games, and you can’t hear him in Brooklyn if you’re more 
than five miles from the ballpark.” 

A Brooklyn fan can pick up Fusselle’s broadcasts any- 
where in the world at www.BrooklynCyclones.com. In 
Brooklyn, for all home games, Fusselle’s voice can be heard 
simulcast on BCAT, Brooklyn’s community access cable tele- 
vision stations. 

But radio station WKRB 90.9 FM, which has broadcast the 
Cyclones games from Kingsborough Community College since 
their inception, has a very limited range, and can only be picked 
up from within a few miles of the Manhattan Beach school. 

Last season, the Cyclones games were also broadcast on 
WSNR 620, Sporting News Radio, a more powerful, city- 
wide AM station. But after the season, the station changed 
formats, and the Cyclones ended up back exclusively on 
WKRB. 

With Brooklyn’s major league announcer and a major 
league population it’s about time the team had a major league 
radio signal. Let’s get a station with some range. Brooklyn 
leads the league in attendance, and fans who can’t get into 
Keyspan Park deserve the ability to hear their team’s games 
in a convenient way — in any room in their house, in their 
cars or in their backyards. 

Let’s get Brooklyn’s latest Southern announcer some radio 
power so that his broadcasts can be heard outside of southern 
Brooklyn. 

As fan Lazarus pointed out when discussing the difficulty 
of following the Cyclones on the radio, “We deserve better.” 
He’s right. 



Ernie Harwell 
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Life lessons 


Bklyn HS of the Arts students 
take a hands-on approach 


By Lisa J. Curtis 


T 


fence to give it added height and make it a 
more effective barrier to animals. 

Travis agreed that they used a lot of geome- 
try and math in general to create the fence 
around the historic house, once home to Joseph 


he clinking sound of metal on metal a 
through the air as two young mi 

labor over their task of cutting locust Christopher. During the American Revolution it 

was used as a meeting place of the Richmond 
County Committee of Safety. 

Eventually, according to Restoration Spe- 


tree logs with splitting wedges and mallets. 

Drops of sweat roll down their brows 
they work in the grass — far from shade — 


They hoist up their long wooden posts and 


pletely restored and will be open to the public. 
“It just doesn’t look like it’s a part of New 


rails and form them into a fence around the York City,” said Thomas, who enjoyed bird 
18th-century fieldstone farmhouse behind watching while he worked, but did object to the 


Until the traffic begins to roar through the in- 
tersection of Arthur Kill and Richmond roads in 
Staten Island, it seems a scene out of a movie. 
And while the 16-year-olds might be using his- 
torically accurate tools, 

they’re wearing very 
21st-century jeans and 
sunglasses. 

For their summer 
internship, Elijah Ott- 
ley and Travis Thomas 
put their historic 
preservation skills 
learned at the Brook- 
lyn High School of the Arts, on Dean Street in 
Boerum Hill, to work at Historic Richmond 
Town in Staten Island five days a week for 
five weeks of the summer. 

On Aug. 14, the last day of their intern- 
ship, the young men reflected on their time in 
the pastoral historic village and i 


‘nasty bugs.” 

Abb said he enjoyed overseeing the interns. 
“It’s very important,” said Abb. “We’re 
only here for just so long. It’s part of our job 
to maintain these structures for the future, 


but it 




BACK TO SCHOOL 


Brooklyn High 5 

i at 345 Dean St. e 


sponsibility to pass 
on that knowledge, 
respect and respon- 
sibility to take care 
of our heritage to 
the next generation. 
There should be a 
teaching compo- 
nent with everyone 
who does this kind of work. 

“In this field, we forgot traditional trades 
and we have to reteach and relearn how to do 
things in a traditional way,” said Abb. “In 
other cultures, such as Japan, they carry on 
traditions. They can still build a tea house 
with bamboo. There’s an emphasis on pre- 
complex operated by the Staten Island His- serving the old ways as opposed to the Amer- 


torical Society. 

Their biggest challenge was just getting to 
the internship. 

“From Boerum Hill, it can take me an 
hour and 30 minutes to two hours to get 
here,” Thomas said of his commute from 
home on trains, ferries and buses. 

He said it was worth it. 

“These are very motivated students,” said 
Matt Hankins, a member of the historical so- 
ciety’s restoration department. “They have to 
be to do the commute and there’s no air con- 
ditioning here.” 

“The rest of the interns are in offices,” said of institutional advancement 

Thomas. “This is very unique to be outside, Richmond Town, 
splitting logs. We would tell our friends to do 
this, but they wouldn’t because they’re lazy.” 

Ottley, of East New York, said he 


emphasis on what’s r 

Brooklyn High School of the Arts Princi- 
pal Robert Finley said his was the first high 
school in the nation to have preservation arts 
as a major. 

“New York City is one of the most land- 
mark-rich cities in the world and it is in des- 
perate need of architects and artisans to re- 
store these buildings,” said Finley. 

The Christopher House is rare because it 
has survived. Other stone farmhouses were 
dismantled over time so the stones could be 
used in fences, explained Janet Falk, director 
Historic 


Ottley said that in addition to creating the 
authentic fence and learning blacksmith tech- 
niques, he was fascinated by the exhibit titled 


lot of measurements” to make the posts and “Indelible Memories: September 11 Memori- 
rails, which are placed over an existing stone al Tattoos,” by photographer Vinnie Amesse, 



Class act: Ottley and Thomas put their skills to work for five weeks at Historic Rich- 
mond Town in Staten Island. 



Applied knowledge: As part of the Brooklyn High School of the Arts Preservation Arts and 
Technology internship, (left to right) Elijah Ottley and Travis Thomas learned to use wood- 
working tools and geometry to create a fence around an 18th-century structure. 


on display in the 1848 county clerk’s build- 
ing. 

Although both Thomas and Ottley said 
they are interested in careers in animation 
rather than hands-on historic preservation, 
Kate Bums Ottavino, of the New Jersey Insti- 
tute of Technology Center for Architecture 
and Building Science Research, which de- 
signed the curriculum for Brooklyn High 
School of the Arts, said that was OK, too. 

“Even if they don’t go into preservation as 
a career, they will walk away with a sense of 
appreciation for and a profound knowledge of 
preservation and a sense of history as a living 
dynamic of which they’re a part,” said Ottavi- 

After two years of preparatory courses in 
historic preservation in ninth- and 10th- 
grades — with classes focusing on the bench- 
marks Weeksville and Green-Wood Ceme- 
tery — students majoring in Preservation Arts 
take two years of studio in which they study 
building materials and technologies used to 
build historic buildings, the physical means 
by which they deteriorate and how they are 
preserved. 

Students in the program receive a Career 
Technical Education diploma that will enable 
them to enter the preservation industry’s 
workforce upon graduation or go on to higher 
education. 


Ottavino believes that the interdisciplinary 
curriculum will make the Preservation Arts 
students winners on the Regents exams. 

“We expect our students to do even better 
because they apply their academic knowl- 
edge. In answering why the Brooklyn Bridge 
needs to be restored, they apply math, sci- 
ence, English and history,” said Ottavino, 
who conceived of the program in 1993 and 
has worked “10 years to make it a reality.” 
Ottavino’s family has operated a stone 
business in Ozone Park for 90 years, she ex- 
plained, and she, too, is a stone cutter who 
now has a degree in architecture and a mas- 
ters in historic preservation from Columbia 
University. 

She says that “this September will see 15 
kids entering Brooklyn High School of the 
Arts with a major in preservation arts.” 

“So far there has been a very positive re- 
sponse from the students and the teachers and 
the site sponsors: architects, masons, conser- 
vators — we run the gamut of what makes 
the industry,” said Ottavino. “And when they 
graduate, they are qualified as an entry-level 
apprentice in any endeavor, from carpentry or 
stained glass, that they are pursuing. 

“Forty percent have gone directly into the 
artisan context and the rest to higher educa- 
tion,” said Ottavino. “This program is a suc- 
cess and it will spread to other schools.” 



Bjoik in Coney 

The Icelandic queen of haute couture fashion, film 
and avant-garde pop music. Bjork. is performing Aug. 
22 and Aug. 23 at Keyspan Park in Coney Island. 

One can only scratch their head and wonder at 
our borough’s good fortune (in part because Bjork 
has declined our numerous requests for interviews). 
We do know that the home of the Brooklyn Cy- 
clones is one stop out of just nine live performances 
she’ll do in North America this month. 

For those who can’t get enough, a lot more of her 
body of work is finally available in the United 
States on One Little Indian Records. This summer 
they have released eight DVDs and a four-CD/one- 
DVD box set, with the centerpiece of the DVD col- 
lection being “Greatest Hits: Volumen 1993-2003” 
— a collection of Bjork’s music videos. 

This multi-talented performance artist also melt- 
ed hearts in Lars Von Trier’s 2000 film “Dancer in 
the Dark,” in which she played a mother going 
blind who will do anything to prevent her child 
from meeting the same fate. The dark musical, for 
which Bjork composed the score, opened the New 
York Film Festival and garnered kudos for Bjork’s 
acting talent, but she has yet to venture outside of 
videos again. 

Don’t miss her equally rare Brooklyn perform- 

Bjork will perform Friday, Aug. 22 and Saturday, 
Aug. 23 at 7 pm at Keyspan Park (Surf Avenue and 
West 16th Street in Coney Island). Tickets are $53. 
For tickets, call (212) 307-7171 or visit the Web site 
at www.ticketmaster.com. For more information, go 
to www.bjork.com. — Lisa J. Curtis 


DANCE 


Breakout! 


Nostalgic for roller rinks and break dancing? 

Steve Love has been preserving both art forms 
with his roller-skating, break-dancing troupe New 
York Express Roller Dance Company since 1985. 
Love’s company will roll into the Brooklyn Chil- 
dren’s Museum on Aug. 22 as part of its Fridays 
Rooftop Jam series. 

You may already be familiar with Love’s moves; 
his choreography was lavishly showcased in the 
pop band Matchbox Twenty’s 
video for “Disease.” 

Love says his company is filled 
with the “stars of the dance that are 
hired by people who dance behind 
the artists such as Puff Daddy o 
Jennifer Lopez. They hire our peo- 
ple to teach the choreography — 
head spins, freezes, locking and 
popping — because we 
bring integrity to an 
art form that might j/V 

otherwise have been | \ 

lost.” 

The Queens na- 
tive promises a , 

show for the 
Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum audience filled with 
comedy, raw energy and a lot 
of acrobatics. He will be 
performing with two m 

dancers, Brooklyn’s own 
Mike Johnson (who, according to Love, still trains 
here at the Empire Roller Skating Center in Crown 
Heights) and Alex Polanco, from the Bronx. (Both 
dancers had cameos in the “Disease” video.) 

“There will be break dancing, locking and pop- 
ping. There will be music from the ’30s, the positive 
side of hip-hop, and some new stuff,” said Love. 
“It’s a really good show for kids. We’ll be skating, 
dancing, doing acrobatics, classical skating, spins, 
jumps and more.” 

But there’s a lot more to New York Express Roller 
Dance than the three dancers who will perform at the 
Children’s Museum, assures Love. See the whole 
company when they return to Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College on March 14, 
with their show “Break: the Urban Funk Spectacular,” 
a tribute to all the styles of urban dance. 

Love says the borough’s appreciative fans keep 
him coming back. 

“All those little brothers and sisters, they really 
appreciate the art,” explains Love. “It’s really fun to 
perform for Brooklyn audiences.” 

New York Roller Express Dance Company will 
perform on Aug. 22, at 6:30 pm, at the Brooklyn 
Children's Museum (145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Mark's 
Avenue in Crown Heights). For more information, 
call (718) 735-4400 or visit www.bchildmus.org. 
Admission is free. — Lisa J. Curtis 
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Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


Water hazard 

Steer clear of Acquas shipwrecked dinner 
entrees ; instead enjoy pastas & sandwiches 






crunchy on the outside and almost 
greaseless. His crab cakes, macaroni 
and cheese, and good, smoky barbecue 
soothe homesick diners, even if home 
is a quick stop off the L.I.E. 

Six dollars will buy you the Chur- 
chill’s special. One week, Clements 
served his fried chicken with mashed 
potatoes and com on the cob. The next 
week, diners drooled over his prime rib 
sandwich, macaroni and cheese and 
fresh green salad. 

For $9.95, chef Clements offers a 


August 18, 2003 




scattered throughout the room and the 
floor is slate. In a room like that, you 
won’t want to rush back to the court- 
house. 

Churchill's Restaurant (180 Liv- 
ingston St. between Smith and Hoyt 
streets] accepts Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express. Entrees: $6- 
$12.95. The restaurant is open Mon- 
day-Friday, 7 am-7 pm; and Sunday, 
1 1 am-9 pm. Closed Saturdays. For 
more information, call (718) 422-1940. 

— Tina Barry 


The Chefs have arrived! 




570 Henry Street (bet. Carroll and Summit Sts.) 

Monday: closed; Tue/Wed/Thurs/Sun: ll:30am-10pm 
Fri/Sat: ll:30am-llpm; Sat/Sun In-house brunch: llam-4pm 


mmmm • (718) 643-0361 


Have an 

Unforgettable Evening 
x 5olli?er with our 



Oven Roasted 
Stuffed Quails 

Served with Shredded Duck 
and Wild Mushrooms: 
Oven-Roasted and served with 
Corn-Crusted Soft Polenta and 
Creme of Cassis; topped with 
Chiffon of Fried Leeks. 


Gage & Tollner 

Brooklyn’s Famous Landmark Restaurant (Established 1879) 

Proudly Serving Patrons Under 
The Gas-Lit Chandeliers for The Past 123 Years 


372 Fulton St. (off Jay St.) (718) 875-5181 



Special Summer Savers 
LUNCH MENU 


Now thru September 12th 

Prices starting from: Appetizers $6“ • Pastas $8“ • Entrees IT 5 



Classic, Elegant Italian Cuisine 


Still one of the best restaurants in Brooklyn! 


4 


TORANTE 


Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 



Brooklyn’s Original Hand-Crafted Beer Bar! 

• Good Beer 


•kirk Vs 
Daily News 


• Great Food borhood pub’’ 

• No Attitude! ~ Resident 


• Award-Winning Barbecue 
• “Sublime” Burgers • Daily Specials 


Hand Crafted Ales 
Fine Wines 
Single Malt Whiskies 


“Now this is 
what a Saloon 
should be’’ 
_ - Zagat 




• Happy Hour 4-7 
(*3.00 for pints, drinks & wine) r 
• Live Jazz Saturday Nites 

(Brooklyn only) 

Check out our web site I 
www.WaterfrontAleHouse.com 


Brooklyn Heights 
155 Atlantic Ave. 
Between Henry & Clinton 
(718) 522-3794 


540 2nd Avenue 
(Corner 30th) 
(212) 696-4104 
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FittoaT 

Tweens report on whats 
cool for back-to-school 



By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

M y 13-year-old daughter 
has informed me that 
my opinion concerning 
teen couture is irrelevant. 

I’m not enrolled in middle 
school and, according to Anya, 
I don’t have a clue how 
teenagers should dress. She at- 
tends the Museum School, a 
junior high in Manhattan. As 
in most middle schools, what 
one wears is an indicator of the 
clique that child belongs to and 
whether he or she is “cool.” 
Wearing clothing deemed 
“not cool” can turn a once popu- 
lar kid into a social pariah. 

Last year, hoping to save 
some cash and still dress her 
fashionably, we went to Old 
Navy where she stocked up on 
T-shirts, jeans, sweaters and a 
backpack. The next day she 
marched off, dressed in her 
new gear only to be dubbed 
“Miss Old Navy,” a name she 
endured for months. 

I spoke with Anya and her 
friends Annie and 
Katie Appleman, 

13-year-old twins 
who live in Park 
Slope, about their 
wardrobe choices 
for fall. Annie at- 
tends the Churchill 
School in Manhat- 
tan; Katie will en- 
ter the eighth grade 
in Park Slope’s 
Middle School 51. 

Anya, Katie and Annie fall 
into the “tween” (8- to 13- 
year-old) classification that, af- 
ter the red-hot infant market, is 
the fastest-growing area of the 
children’s wear industry. Man- 
ufacturers and retailers have 
begun catering to this opinion- 
ated group who, with the help 
of their parents’ charge cards, 
hold plenty of buying clout. 

The girls had definite ideas 
about updating their look 
come September. 

“Since I’m going into the 
eighth grade,” Anya said, “I 
want a bold, new look.” Tenta- 
tively scheduled for her first 
day’s appearance, is a psyche- 
delically colored, striped, knit 
vest with a handprint on the 
chest, worn over a white T- 
shirt and jeans. Her shoes are 
still open to debate. 

The girls favor 4playbk, a 
shop on Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope that caters to women in 
their teens to early 30s. 

“They [tween girls] come in 
with their friends, look around, 
then come back with their 
mothers,” said owner Laura 
Kleinman. She deems the term 
back-to-school “suburban,” 
akin to the shopping done in 
malls, not the esoteric, small 
boutiques to which Brooklyn 
kids have access. 

Klcinman’s tween cus- 
tomers buy lightly before 


school begins, making the bulk 
of their purchases after the be- 
ginning of the semester. 

“It’s important for them to 
see what others are wearing,” 
she explained. 

What will the girls be wear- 
ing? T-shirts. And they’re specif- 
ic about the styles. Anya’s first 
choice is the faded T-shirt print- 
ed with Swee’ Pea, the infant 
from the “Popeye” cartoons be- 
cause, “The baby is so cute!” 

Kleinman cited cartoon im- 
ages like My Little Pony, Os- 
car the Grouch and Emily — a 
cartoon character who serves 
as a child’s negative alter ego 
(her motto is “seeing is deceiv- 
ing”) with her own Web site, 
www.EmilyStrange.com — as 
big sellers. 

“Everyone tries to find a 
shirt that will make their 
friends say, ‘Oh my gosh, I 
want that shirt!”’ said Katie. 

Kleinman agrees. “T-shirts 
are the number one item in my 
store,” she says. 

The perfect jeans to wear 
with T-shirts were discussed at 


Anya likes boot-cut, low- 
rise styles from Old Navy that 
she’ll mix with items from 
other stores. (No more Miss 
Old Navy.) Petite Katie prefers 
the slim-cut jeans from Limit- 
ed Too that fit her snuggly. 

Annie also likes Limited 
Too’s styles because, “They 
just fit right.” No mention was 
made of the looser, big-pocket- 
ed cargo pants that are selling 
briskly at 4playbk. 

While mothers usually 
frown on 13-year-olds wearing 
makeup, the girls agreed that 
no-color lip-gloss with a glit- 
tery sheen is OK for school. 
(This mother concurs.) And for 
special occasions, sparkly eye 
shadow in very pale tones 
makes them feel pretty. 

Younger children I spoke to 
had little to say. 

Five-year-old Claudia Mal- 
lea, who lives in Windsor Ter- 
race and attends the Children’s 
School, in Carroll Gardens, 
said she didn’t “have the 
slightest idea” what to wear to 
school, but likes the white tutu 
from ballet class, and her 9- 
year-old sister Cara’s green, 
terrycloth pajamas. 

Cara, while technically a 
tween, sticks to stretch pants 
and T-shirts. 

“It’s all about comfort,” said 
Tamara Ehlin, their mother. 


“They’re not into fashion yet.” 
To see if the Mallea girls 
represent the younger set, I 
called Bridget Williams, the 
proprietor of Hot Toddie, a 
children’s boutique in Fort 


“They shop with their par- 
ents,” Williams said of her in- 
fant to 7-year-old customers, 
“but they have opinions,” she 
added. Williams’ customers 


Denim 1 01 : (From left) Lau- 
ra Johnson wears an Emily 
T-shirt and Sketchers slides; 
Annie Appleman favors a 
V-neck sweater-blouse com- 
bo and Volatile platform 
sneakers; and Katie Apple- 
man wears Paul Frank flip- 
flops and jersey. 

(At left) If she had her 
way, Claudia Mallea, 5, 
would wear this leotard, 
tutu and sparkling Mary 
Jane shoes to school. 


love Little Pack Rats “cute, 
funny” backpacks appliqued 
with zebras, lion heads and 
butterflies. 

Like Kleinman, T-shirts in 
Williams’ store are “blowing 
out the door.” Her customers 
favor tops printed with the 
word “Brooklyn,” or vintage- 
style looks that say, “Breucke- 
len” (the Dutch spelling of 
Brooklyn, that means “broken 
land”). 

I looked at my daughter be- 
fore she left for camp a few 
weeks ago. She was wearing 
lip-gloss and eye shadow that 
she hoped I wouldn’t notice. 
Her T-shirt, printed with a fad- 
ed Bambi, exposed a couple of 
inches of skin above her low- 
cut jeans. I wondered if her 
outfit was more revealing than 
the Land Lubber’s and the bel- 
ly-baring shirts I wore at her 
age. I realized that in the years 
since I was 13, tween dressing 
has come full circle. 

Her look was no worse than 
mine had been; it was identical. 


FASHION 


4playbk (360 Seventh Ave. between 
10th and 11th streets in Park Slope) ac- 
cepts Visa, MasterCard and American Ex- 
press. For information, call (718) 369-4086. 

Hot Toddie (741 Fulton St. between 
South Portland Street and South Elliott Place 
in Fort Greene) accepts Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, Diner's Club and Discover. 
For information, call (718) 858-7292. 



BUYOV'L LiAiEllLM 
HeI K SECOND 5AI.F ITEM - FOR 


Read & online 
every week at 


627 5th Ave. (at 17th St.) • Park Slope 

www.aarons.com • Free Parking • (718) 768-5400 
OPEN: Mon-Sat io:oo-6:oopm, Tues & Thur io:oo-8:oopm . 


New York’s 


Largest Lighting 
Showroom 

is in Brooklyn 


Lampshades • Lightbulbs 
Lamps & Fixtures Repaired 


19th Century™ 


I n the electric era of the 1800’s, fans were characterized by spiral 
ceiling rods and centrally placed blade holders. The 19th Century fan 
pays tribute to these early traditions and adds 
elements of classic gaslight designs. The intricate, 
ornate patterns recall decorative influences of c; 
metal parts and tin-type moldings reminiscent of the period. 


Large Assortment 
of Lampshades 


- Family Owned & Operated for over 30 years - 


OPEN 

Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30 
Wed. CLOSED 
Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30 
Sat. & Sun. 11-4 (thru Lai 


Everything in lighting. . . 
Discounted! 

1073 39th Street 

(corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

3 . vl (718) 436-2207 


UROVS 


riNAl SUMMER 

CLEARANCE 



Show Runs Daily: 
July 19 thru Sept 14 
8:30am -8:30pm 


info:Visit or call 

BWAC 

The Brooklyn 
Waterfront 
Artists Coalition 
bwac.org 
718.596.2507 . 


What’s Going On?! 

THE 21st ANNUAL BWAC 
f OUTDOOR SCULPTURE SHOW 
| EMPIRE- 
FULTON FERRY 
STATE PARK 




§g 

NEED MORE 
CUSTOMERS? 

^ | Your guide to Brooklyn shopping ■pHVH 

T H BROOHLynERSE Y 133 



JkjM Goldens 

•Tty our breakfast & Dd ICdtCSSCII 
lunch specials ■ 

• We can cateryour & COnVeniCIICe StOK 

next event ■ nTM __ 

276 Flatbush Ave. 


718-398-651 6 


s Brooklyn Chamber 
f of Commerce 


Get More Customers 


The Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce is committed to driving new customers to your 
doorstep. That's why we’ve created Brooklyn Ease, a FREE online shopping service 
designed to help you grow. 


Sign up today. It’s FREE! 


Simply visit www.brooklynease.com or contact the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce at 718-875-1000, ext. 132. 
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Threat-level red 

6 State of the Union addresses Homeland hysteria 



but way down deep: it lies.” 

City mothers and sons: Ba- 
hamian (Carmen Mathis and Playing at politics: Identity confusion causes the neighborhood to be raided by rr 

Craig Meade), Puerto Rican black in Theater for the New City's production of "State of the Union." 

(Jessy Ortiz and Primy Rivera) 

and Italian (Crystal Field and families an ultimatum: either Queen dressed in a shiny, the stage to dance with the ac- 

Alexander Bartenieff - real spy for the state or go to jail, slinky black suit adorned with tors when the play is over. 

falling ill from eating a bad tion antf other threats to the it had not been so obviously army vest) and his cohorts all 

UP rSnin”Stateofthe 

Union” is non-stop. Actors at other public enemies: the 


bureaucratic red 
hilarious Mark 


THEATER 



ableflats. Y V hope for TUnericahes in 1 

rough edges. (There’s an impro- “Whoever said democ 


“State of the Union” is like Ughtfully unrehearsed.) And sings in the jazzy final number, 

the Marx Brothers on steroids. Banks’ music is every bit as Indeed! 

-stry It’s always refreshingly off- catchy as Field’s biting lyrics. This summer you can spend 

S to color, occasionally obscene Field and her company have a hundred dollars on a Broad- 

y dull 1-800- of potty humor. is^fo/th^rit of^city’s with a^le^n your faceTm 

— and the fun begtns. ove?-zU^^ qu i red°Be! ls^cS for half whh “State of the Union” 


THE BEST SPORTS CLUBS IN 
NEW YORK ARE NOW OFFERING 
THE BEST DEAL IN SPORTS! 
OVER 300,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
FACILITIES - SWIMMING, BOXING, 
CONDITIONING, BASKETBALL, 
SPA, VOLLEYBALL, SQUASH, 
RACQUETBALL, AND MORE... 


NOW WITH 90 % OFF 
THE INITIATION FEE ON THE 
MONTHLY DUES MEMBERSHIP 


4 ■ mm 

.AST CHANC 
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OFFER ENDS AUGUST 20TH 
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‘Seoul’-uloid 

South Korean film fest brings 
quality plots to BAMs big screen 





( 718 ) 797-0777 

Out of Town 1-800-819-5001 

Bring this coupon in for 
$3.00 OFF TO ANY AIRPORT 


SmallTownBrooklyn.com 


Wander the 


I 


Uplifting films: The Three Stooges-style movie, "Jail Breakers" (top left), and the heart- 
breaking "Oasis" (above) will both be screened on Aug. 23 as part of the third-annual 
New York Korean Film Festival at BAMcinematek. 


y neighborhood, schmooze 
with the neighbors . . . 
and get PAID for it!? 


Yup! Be a part-time sales rep for 
SmallTown Brooklyn (no experience necessary) 


Lisa&Bob@SmallTownBrooklyn.com 

( 718 ) 222-8209 


By Michael Wells 

for The ftsolfe ifiapem: 

T he Korean peninsula may 
be a pretty unstable place 
these days, but it looks 
like the much-heralded cinema 
renaissance of the South may 
be settling in for the long haul. 

Fears that the redoubled cre- 
ative and box office strength of 
South Korean film in the late 
’90s might turn out to be a 
flash in the pan are lessening. 
A large variety of movies con- 
tinue to come out and succeed 
with critics and audiences not 
just at home but across South- 
east Asia and at film festivals 
worldwide. 

As they did last August, the 
New York-based grassroots 
collective Korean Film Fomm 
(KOFFO) is bringing a sampler 
case of eight recent movies to 
BAM Rose Cinemas. “Secret 
Wonderland: The Third Annual 
New York Korean Film Festi- 
val,” culled from a larger series 
running Aug. 15-21 at the Quad 
Cinema in Manhattan, runs 
from Friday, Aug. 22, through 
Sunday, Aug. 24. 

Given the quantity and 
quality of Korean films out 
there, it’s some sort of market- 
ing triumph that Nam Gee- 
Woong's “Teenage Hooker 
Becomes Killing Machine 
in Daehakno” (1999; screens 
Aug. 22) is getting 
play on the fest cir- 
cuit. Maybe it’s the 
title, which makes 
this amateurish, te- 
dious, semi-experi- 
mental sci-fi- 
thriller featurette 
sound like more 
fun than it is (as 
well as freeing crit- 
ics from synopsiz- 
ing the “story”). 

Nam might make a fine cin- 
ematographer based on the 
flashes of visual poetry 
achieved here and there 
through the murk of digital 
video, but the movie’s sup- 
posed “edginess” is stricdy un- 
dergrad film student stuff, right 
down to the randomly inserted 
dance number. 

Mercifully, “Teenage Hook- 
er” is barely an hour long, al- 
lowing KOFFO to fill out the 
time with two shorts that easi- 
ly outshine the feature. The an- 
ecdotal small-town character 
study “Uncle Bar at the Bar- 
bershop” (2000) and the O. 
Henry-ish mountain-climbing 
dark comedy “8849m” (2001) 
are refreshing palate cleansers, 
blessed with a modesty and 
patience for nuance that really 
show up Nam’s breastbeating 
excess. 

Speaking of beatings and 



"Jealousy is My Middle Name," directed by Park Chan- 
Ok, will also be shown on Aug. 23. 


excess, “Jail Breakers” (2002; 
Aug. 23) is the latest comedy 
of stubbornness from director 
Kim Sang- Jin and screenwriter 
Park Jeong-Woo. It follows 
their patented, box office-ap- 
proved formula: a large cast of 
mule-headed characters, crimi- 
nal and otherwise, butt thick 
heads with each other and the 
impersonal forces of fate, re- 
sulting in much hollering and 
Three Stooges-style whacking, 
kicking, poking, pulling and 


CINEMA 


"Secret Wonderland: The Third Annual 
New York Korean Film Festival" will run 
Aug. 22-24 at BAM Rose Cinemas, 30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene. Tickets are $10, $6 for seniors and 
children under 12. For schedule and other in- 
formation, call (718) 636-4100 or log on to 
www.bam.org or www.koreanfilmforum.org. 


gouging. The chaos is cat- 
alyzed here by a pair of petty 
crooks who tunnel out of 
prison only to discover that 
they have to break back in the 
next day under the noses of a 
senatorial inspection delega- 

The louder-is-funnier aes- 
thetic works about as well for 
me as it did in their previous 
hits “Attack the Gas Station” 
(1999) and “Kick the Moon” 
(2001) — that is to say, errati- 
cally. Chuckles there are in 
good number, but the potential 
of many amusing situations 
and characters remains un- 
tapped because everyone re- 
acts the same way to every- 
thing: contort your face, 

scream yourself hoarse and 
strike someone. As usual, the 
supple charm of their actors, 
even in this straitjacketed 
style, puts Kim and Park’s 
dumb comedy a cut above 


My mind wandered off on 
its own tangents several times 
during Park Chan-Ok’s “Jeal- 
ousy is My Middle Name” 
(2003; Aug. 23). Which is not 
to say that it’s boring in the 
least, but that moments, char- 
acters and snatches of dialogue 
kept sparking associations and 
directing my memory down its 
own paths. You generally have 
to go outside the United States 
for a movie like this — a 
painstakingly (not to mention 
painfully) authentic slice of 
regular life of the sort that Hol- 
lywood has never been too in- 
terested in producing. 

“Jealousy” centers around a 
young grad student who rather 
masochistically takes a job at a 
magazine edited by the older 
man who unknowingly stole 
his girlfriend. The two men de- 
velop a curious relationship, 
which the protagonist allows to 
subtly warp his other connec- 
tions, the way a large object 
displaces the water around it. 

But Park never lets the same 
thing happen to her quietly 
moving film, which maintains 
the amorphous shape of real 
lives glimpsed through an 
open window, the “duel” at its 
center never forcing it into 
melodrama. 

There’s an arguably trickier 
balancing act between realism 
and melodrama in the two 
fdms on offer from Lee 
Chang-Dong, widely regarded 
as one of the current wave’s 
brightest rising talents. Both 
start with none-too-bright 
young ne’er-do-wells who, 
alienated from family and 
community, reach clumsily for 
something better without being 
sure what that is. 

Dong’s first feature “Green 
Fish” (1997; Aug. 24) takes 


the basic shape of many a pre- 
vious gangster drama: the aim- 
less protagonist falls in with an 
underworld surrogate clan 
where he finds a sense of be- 
longing that proves fleeting 
and illusory. The film is solid 
even when it sticks a little too 
closely to the standard outline, 
right down to the boss’ unhap- 
py moll who tempts the hapless 
newcomer. But in a number of 
passages, Lee transcends the 
conventions through the sub- 
tlety and acuity of his observa- 
tional powers and his focus on 
character. 

Credit is due also to the per- 
formance of soon-to-be super- 
star Han Suk-Kyu, who pulls 
off the not inconsiderable feat 
of making this passive, and 
frankly, stupid guy sympathet- 
ic and even appealing. “Green 
Fish” is a striking enough de- 
but that one wishes to see Lee 
spread his wings more boldly. 

So go see his third and lat- 
est, “Oasis” (2002; Aug. 23). 
Reduced to its essentials, the 
premise sticks in the throat: 
reckless man-child Jong-Du 
returns from a prison sentence 
for a fatal hit-and-run and falls 
for the victim’s cerebral palsy- 
stricken daughter. 

Wait, come back! 

If you skip this movie, you 
miss two of the most stagger- 
ing performances in years. Ac- 
tors who show off their chops 
by pretending to be disabled 
may be a dime a dozen, but the 
technical virtuosity of Moon 
So-Ri’s turn as the young 
woman, Gong-Ju, should awe 
even the jaded. Far more im- 
portantly, she somehow con- 
veys through a fog of ticks the 
character’s humor and curiosi- 
ty, as well as her loneliness 


This actress would domi- 
nate most films. But “Jail 
Breakers” co-star Sol Kyung- 
Goo matches her in the only 
relatively less difficult role of 
Jong-Du, a jittery lunkhead 
whose exasperating heedless- 
ness can turn to unintentional 

Most filmmakers would try 
to counteract audience resist- 
ance to this pair by sugarcoat- 
ing them — but Lee’s too 
smart and too tough to allow 
more than the occasional whiff 
of sentimentality. And he cares 
too much about his hero and 
heroine, too. 

So will you. 

NOTE: Not available for re- 
view at press time were the 
youth romance "Madeleine" 
(2003; Aug. 22), the less youthful 
and more bitter romance "Ar- 
dor" (2002; Aug. 24) and the 
iconoclastic, um, road movie 
"Road Movie" (2002; Aug. 24). 



Dpemp/ 

Experience our beautiful, ^ . 
sparkling new day spa 

nails 

Gift 

Certificates 

m . _ .. . . steam room 

Available 

^ waxing 

free manicure & pedicure 

(with purchase of other services) 

Sapphire Spa 

9220 fourth avenue • (718) 491-0264 
open 7 days • lOam-IOpm 



Dine Out Today 

at one of these great restaurants. 



r(|EHICA|j 

P w Restaurant 

Tex Mexican CmLsue& 

Reasonable Prices • FREE DELIVERY! 

AimlaJbUsjvr Parties 
Tk& BEST Mcu'jcu'ltaA and tk& 

BEST Me-xlauis food tiv Brooklyn!! 

137 Court Street 

corner of Atlantic Ave. 

( 718 ) 625-7370 mmmm 



Sushi or Sashimi 

ALL DAY LONG * 


'itC-ilP' Hbn 
Pleasant Atmosphere • Gourmet Food 
Coffee • Sandwiches • Pasteries 
Natural Fresh Fruit Shakes 



16 Court Street - Lobby 


Authentic Japanese Food in Park Slope 



srienced Sushi Chef 
. prepares the freshest Sushi 
I & Sashimi to order! 


Sukiyaki, Yosenabe & Shabu 
Shabu prepared at your table 
1 Combination Teriyaki & Tempura Available 

A light, healthy meal for the entire family. 

236 7th Ave ■ (bet 4th & 5th Sts.) 

[7181 499-7856 

Continuously serving lunch and dinner 

Mon. - Sat. Noon - 10:30pm, Sun. 5pm - 10:30pm 

f FREE DELIVERY » Coring Available « Major dpt Cards || 




522 GoiftS | 151AtianticA/e 

(B&Ndsm&Huntington) (Biairton&Hairy) 

CARRCLL GARDENS I BROOKLYN HHGHT5 

718-237-2230 mmmm f&OBO 

Opai 7c^Gy Lxndi & Dima' *A^ilablefcr FViveteFbrties *FREE DELIVERS 



Seniors: 15% Discount 
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D»E*L*l*C*l» 0 , U*S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

' Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a Week (718)522-5565/66 

• Party Orders Welcome TJZI'ZITZZ 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil Sunday 2 ; oo P m - io:oo pm 

Natural Cooking 
and Fresh Vegetables 


lZS&S 
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Dog days of 
summer 


chamber-pop orch< 

stage, giving them a sonic palette that allows them I 
very quiet passages accompanied only by acoustic guil 
derous rock backed by their quirky orchestra,” said 
Brooklyn director Jack Walsh. The band is named fo 


Records) — and surely will get a taste of what’s to come at the 
Prospect Park gig. Produced by Trevor Horn, the new CD is ru- 
mored to be earnestly gleeful, British pop embellished by bells, 

The Belle & Sebastian band members (pictured) are founder 
Stuart Murdoch on guitar, vocals and piano; Stevie Jackson on 
guitar and vocals; Sarah Martin on vocals and violin; Chris Ged- 
des on piano and keyboards; Richard Colburn on drums; Mick 
Cooke on trumpet, guitar and bass guitar; and Bob Kildea on 
bass guitar and guitar. 

The concert will take plact 
ed at Ninth Street and Prospect Park W 
$35, and will benefit the annual Celebrate Brooklyn performing arts 
series. To order, call Ticketmaster at (212)307-7171 or buy online at 
www.tickettnaster.com. For more information, go to www.celebrate- 
brooklyn.org or call (718) 855-7882, ext 45. —Lisa J. Curtis 
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LOCATION! 

LOCATION! 

Only 30 footsteps 
from your bus to 
Resorts’ Casino. 


vvuTdvdTvcr 

Combo Players 

August 18 & 19 

^ery 15 


$ 15 


Bonus 


All day, 7 days a week 


Brooklyn 

SGS 

TRAV£LSCOP£ 


For Information 
Call 

718-894-9155 

Bonuses available only on scheduled 

Gambling Problem? 

Call 1-800-GAMBLER. 


3 

t 

J?l ■ i| 1 " 





Technology advances 
by#e hour. 

You can keep up 
by the semester. 

Advance your career with a graduate degree 
om Polytechnic University. 


Take a single course, an advanced 
certificate or a complete degree 

Whether you want to keep up with the latest 
advances in technology or just advance your career. 
Polytechnic University's Graduate Center for 
Professional Studies is the perfect place to begin. 


JOIN US FOR 

GRADUATE INFO SESSIONS 


Tuesday, August 19, 5-7:30 pm 

(Information Systems Engineering Info Session, 6 pm) 


You'll study at one of the nation's most 
respected technology universities with a faculty of 
leading researchers and industry professionals. 
Classes are conveniently offered in the evenings at 
four metropolitan area locations, so you can still 
manage your life while building your future. 

A Sampling of Graduate Programs* 

Computer Science | Computer Engineering 
Electrical Engineering | Management 
Bioinformatics | Chemical & Biological Engineering 
Financial Engineering | Civil Engineering 
Systems Engineering | Technical Communications 
Wireless Innovation | Mechanical Engineering 

Executive Master's Programs 
(Fast-track 28-weekends) 

Management of Technology 
Telecommunications & Information Management 
Information Systems Engineering 

*Check our Web site for complete program listing by campus. 


40 Saw Mill River Road, Hawthorne, NY 

Brooklyn 

Wednesday, August 20, 5-7:30 pm 

6 MetroTech Center, Brooklyn, NY 

Long Island 

Thursday, August 21, 5-7:30 pm 

105 Maxess Road, Melville, NY 

Manhattan 


Management of Tech | Telecom & Info Management 
Tuesday, August 19, 6-7:30 pm 
The Princeton Club of New York 
15 West 43rd Street, Manhattan 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Phone: 1-800-P0LYTECH 
Email: gradinfo@poly.edu 

Online: www.poly.edu/gradprograms 


Polytechnic 

» UNIVERSITY 

GRADUATE CENTER FOR PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 


ISLAND • WESTCHESTER • MANHATTAN 


ELLEN’S 

off to the beach with her 


PERFECT LEGS! 



Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 


263 7th Avenue (718) 499-7755 

Suite 5E http://www.majlessi@cureveins.com 


r AUGUST HEMIH CUJB SPECIAL 

GUARANTEED 
Lowest Price 
of the Year! 


YWCfi fitness plan includes: 

Unlimited use of the weight room 
featuring three new state-of-the-art treadmills 
Unlimited aerobic classes 
Unlimited use of steam and sauna room 
Unlimited use of indoor running track 


For more info call today: 
(718) 875-1 190 ext 225 


W YWCA 

of Brooklyn 

30 Third Avenue (bet. Atlantic & state) • 71 8-875-1 1 90 ext 225 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



Air Conditioning 


7l CONDITIONING 

Sales and Service 
Installation of Central Systems 

Professional Quality at Half the Cost 
Free Estimates 

Ask for Eric or Steve 

(646) 302-9274 R32 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix Street 
Brooklyn NY 11217 

TEL (718) 596-2379 

FAX [718) 596-2579 

EMAILfelix63@aol.com UFN 


dg designs" 

>re than just closet 

m closet, wardrobe, furniture, 
fice & pantry/utility design 
terior design & renovation 

718.624.0328 

rww.closetsbydg.cor 


Timeless 

CONSTRUCTION & 
RESTORATION CORP. 

Complete interior renovation 
specialist continuing two genera- 


g and Faux Finishes 


(718) 979-0913 


1 Architectural Design 


^ Commercial 

LtT-~.. v Residential 

custom Renovation 
-j3c= Specialist 

A !_ #0836623 

® Fully Insured 

TJEVEL ONE 

CONSTRUCTION CORP 

1 (917) 847-8307 


ffi ImI 

COIISTIMK TIOH 

Three generations • 23 years 
of quality honest work 
Custom Kitchens & Bathrooms • A/C Sys. 


1 (800) 926-6955 

HIL# 0838887 -INSURED 


TRY US FIRST!!! 

Doshen Construction Corp. 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 

BUILDING OUR REPUTATION 


WVK) * 

at Work 

Fully equipped 
with all trades 

Equipped with 

DESIGNERS • ARCHITECTS • EXPEDITERS 


RS EXPERIENCE 


KNOCKOdT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


CALL TODAY FOR NO 
OBLIGATION FREE ESTIMATE 
10% DISCOUNT w/THIS AD 

(718)495-2000 W40 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


Chris Mullins ^8 
^ Contracting ^ 


718-276-8558 


Custom Woodworking 


WOODWORKS 

Specializing in custom 
bookcases, wall units and 
entertainment centers. 


Call for free estimates 
(718) 238-4626 


DECKS 

b- Bart y; 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 


HOME A MESS? NEED A LOOK? 

I decorate your space. 


• Old-fashioned, detail-oriented deaners 

• Redecorate your interior with your current furnishings 

• "Planet of Drapes" for naked windows 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 
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BERGER 

QUALITY ELECTRIC 


Serving the Homes & Business < 
Lighting • Power • Meters 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


TERMITE. RODENT & INSECT CONTROL 

SPECIALISTS 


RESIDENTIAL • C0MERCIAL 

"Safest Methods Used” 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

7,8 832-0900 

A Service Company You Can Depend On 
Licensed & Insured 

$10 OFF Any Service With This Ad 



A. Norway 
Electric | 


24/7 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL 

WIRING 

Circuit Breaker 

Monitoring • Intercom 
Repair PC • Sheetrock 

NICK: MBM ELECTRICAL CO. 

718-434-1042 


Floor Maintenance 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
repaired, installed & refinished. 

shampooed professionally. 
Tile floors stripped & waxed 

718-720-2555 


Bill's Floor Service 

Refinishing • Resurfacing 

Call (718) 238-9064 
(917) 805-8161 

30 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES 


A & J Carpet Co. 


(212) 831 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(718) 648-4672 

Alt. #(718) 645-0112 R27 _o6 


STAINED GLASS • MOSAIC 
Spring Workshops beginner classes 

Glass Shop Works, Inc. 

30 yrs. exp. in custom design, restora- 

10% OFF on supplies, custom 
mosaic art, homes & business 

www.glassshopworks.com 

glassshopworks@aol.com 

(718) 759-1084 
(866) GLfiSS-33 

Easy Payments 

mmmm 


Handyman 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 
Painting • Staircases 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


m 


Professional Faux Finishing 
& Decorative Painting 

earthbones 

environmental aesthetics 

516-864-6270 


To advertise, call 

(718) 834-9350 


Gardening 


Keep your Garden 

I BLOOMING! 


Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


i know that All Security 


[ Did you know that All Security . 

■ L i ihs s k hr i p ill o /_ , 

^ia& Br ° 0klyn? 




Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Him® 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718 - 435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

carry building insurance. All furniture 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 1 0 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 


TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 • 212-722-3390 


AL, 


unt ain mt ven 


71 8-544-1973 


' MOVING 

Experts on all kinds of movint 
Free Estimates 

(718) 627-9896 


mu CROSS 

AMERICA. 

Moving & Storage 

Residential Movers 
LOW, LOW RATES 
East & West Coasts 
Fully Licensed & Insured 
Free Packing Service 
Guaranteed Pick Up Days 

1 (866) CROSS 55 
(718) 433-0633 

www.cross-america.com 
Free Box Delivery 

USDOT# 1059024 / ICC# 436268 


Moving Supplies 


PACK MAN 

All moving & packaging materials 

Low Prices / Call & Compare 
Free Delivery 

fax your order (718)624-2199 

362 Atlantic Ave 
(718) 802-1948 R32 


1-2-3 

Man with Van/Truck 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


ri8-i;iv-7:i09 


CDrofessionaC 
-L dinting 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used, 
aping, plastering, wallpaper removal 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


John Haviaras 

PAINT ING 

Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Quality Plastering 
and Painting 

20 Years Experience 
Call Conrad 

(917) 723-1052 


(Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 


Call (718) 332-7041 


SUNSHINE, 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 


G~p>] 


Interiors 

Painting - Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


t Plaster (Restoration 

Ornamental • Skim Coating 
Wallpaper • Custom Painting 
Stripping 

(718) 783-4868 


25 yea 


in Park Slope 


WALSH PLASTERING 

Ornamental Plaster 
Repaired & Restored 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ 151 Plumbing 51 B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


3 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


RESTORATIONS 

Done Reasonably and Well 


Ryan & Paul 
718-857-3661 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


Rubbish Removal 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned • Yards 
Construction Debris 
Houses & Stores 
All appliances removed 
ALL Contractors Welcome! 
Commercial Stores Welcome! 

Daily Pick-Ups 
Mini Containers Available 




Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

718-369-7252 
Beeper 917-808-1560 
Lie: TWC-L-341 3 
Fully Insured 

6th year with The Brooklyn Papers 

RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Indoor / Outdoor, Attics, Base- 
cheap. All types of clean-ups and 


fi) Trash Removal 

We Do Clean Outs 

men & a truck. FREE phone estimate. 

718-946-9027 

Job Left Broom Clean R37 

AAA Plus Service 

Cleanout • Basement 
Apartment • Storefront 
Demolition • Rubbish Removal 
FULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATES 

OFFICE: (718) 251-3447 
CELL: 1 (646) 523-5535 
www.aaaplusservices.com 



Cee Dee 

professional 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles P 

Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers o ' ' 

Call; 71 8 - 893-4006 \ 




Enray Consulting, Inc. 

Digital Security/ 
Surveillance Systems 


ate of the A. 


'Full Color Video 

Business / Residential 
1 (866) 367-2972 
1 (631) 699-6000 

www.EnrayConsulting.com/security 


Telephone Services 


SAVE UP TO 
$100 OFF 

HOME - OFFICE - BUSINESS 
Inside Telephone Jack & Wiring 

Telephone & Intercom System 

Toll Free 1 (866) 746-6304 

PHONE DOCTORS NYC 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

Free Estimate! 

20 Years Experience 
We Specialize in Tree Pruning for City 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Same Day Service • Licensed & Insured 
Reasonable Rates • Emergency Service 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


l ine Woodworks, Lnc. 

Quality Custom Woodworking 


(718) 422-0205 

finewoodworksinc®aol.com 


Upholstery 


LIVING ROOM 
FURNITURE 
REUPHOLSTERED 


?w foam cushions • Slipcovers 


718-263-8383 

Quality Work • Serving the 5 Boros 



Wood Stripping 


Recapture the original beauty of your 
fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refmish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, b£ 


nentally safe, removers 
workmanship since 1959. CalL the 


Full 

Classifieds 
online at 

lTW>klyn 

■yapers.com 


itmn*" 
i# its IS ; 

1- 

®|Wj 


Brooklyn's # 1 

HOME 

Improvement 


SECTION 



Call Now For Special Introductory Offer! 

(718) 834-9161 

ask for classifieds 
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No rooms, 
no view 

Latest trend in sales 
is the parking spot 


I f you think your stu- 
dio apartment is small, 
just wait until you see 
this newest crop of condo- 
miniums. 

Talk about bare bones. 
Exhaust fumes abound and 
privacy, well, you can forget 
about it. 

Parquet floors? No way. 
Heck, you can even forget 
about plumbing and walls. 

We’re talking about tar and 
concrete here and they’re go- 
ing as fast as a Trans Am. 

We’re also talking about 
parking spaces. 

Brooklynites are now fork- 
ing over as much as $45,000 
to secure a small, covered plot 
for their beloved cars and 
SUVs. 

Instead of leasing or rent- 
ing, the newest residential de- 
velopments sprouting up in 
Brooklyn that offer parking 
are selling-off their spots. 

Howard Pronsky, a Park 
Slope real estate developer, 
said he actually started the 
trend 17 years ago when he 
converted his 145-spot garage 
on Union Street at Seventh 
Avenue and sold spaces for 
$29,000 a pop. 

Luckily the conversion was 
to condominiums instead of a 
co-op, allowing buyers to by- 
pass a pesky board. (You can 
only imagine how difficult it 


Location 

Location 

Location 

By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 


would be to prove that your 
Corvette would play nice with 
the Humvee next door). 

No, there is no review 
process, only a hefty check to 
sign over, perhaps a loan to 
secure, and a monthly com- 
mon charge owners must 
cough up. 

While prices at the Union 
Street garage dipped down to 
around $15,000 in the early 
1990s, they are now back up 
to a healthy $32,000. That 
price doesn’t include the 
monthly $180 common 
charge, real estate taxes or 
even an oil change. 

In the past two years, Pron- 
sky says he has sold about 20 
spaces, which he attributes to 
the growing parking problem 
in Park Slope, a problem that 
may only get worse with new 
buildings going up along 
Fourth Avenue, he added. 



The Union Street garage is one of the places in Brooklyn where you can pay top dollar — 
to park your car in a spot you own. 


In any case, the condo- 
minium trend is as hot as a 
burning Ford Pinto (OK, no 
more bad car jokes), accord- 
ing to Samarrah Fine, a bro- 
ker in the Brooklyn Develop- 
ment Division of Corcoran, 
who said that many of the 
new parking spots in residen- 
tial developments are being 
sold off. 

“Typically [developers] can 
make more money from sell- 
ing and its easier because you 
sell it all at once,” Fine ex- 
plained. 

In Brooklyn Heights, park- 
ing spots at the new State 
House Condos — an 11 -unit 
development on the comer of 
State and Hicks streets that 
was completed in May — are 
selling for $47,500 (the same 
price as a Saab 9-3 convert- 
ible). 

And the 12 parking spaces 


in the garage built at 79 
Bridge Street, a 37-unit con- 
dominium in Vinegar Hill, are 
selling for $30,000 (more like 
the cost of a Ford Econo van). 

Typically buyers in the 
building have first dibs, but 
after that the spaces are fair 

For poor drivers who can- 
not afford to fork over the en- 
tire sum (which this columnist 
would venture to say consti- 
tutes a large portion of the 
426,786 residents whose cars 
are registered in Brooklyn) 
there is always a loan. 

But here is where it gets 

The parking-spot loan 
question sent a few bank rep- 
resentatives into a tizzy, leav- 
ing one vice president at 
Citibank to declare: “I’ve 
been in banking for 30 years, 
and I have never heard of 


According to another 
, the 


bank would not offer a 
gage for the purchase of a 
parking space, even though it 
is a condominium, unless the 
purchaser was including the 
parking space on the same 
deed as the purchase of an 
apartment. 

“We do not secure loans for 
parking spots. It is not in our 
guidelines,” he said. 

For those looking to buy a 
parking spot without a 
dwelling, well, there’s always 
a personal loan. Or another 
bank. Or a bike. 


If you he 




By Yoav Gonen 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Downtown 

Brooklyn 

A prewar co-op studio at 
38 Livingston St. was sold 
last week for $125,000. It 
had been on the market for 
about six months. 

With large windows, nine- 
foot ceilings and lots of clos- 
et space the 400-square-foot 
studio also features a recent- 
ly renovated kitchen and 
bathroom. The hardwood 
floors were recently refin- 

The studio comes with the 
added bonus of a custom- 
made, queen-size, cherry 
wood Murphy Bed. It was 
sold by the Corcoran Group. 

Bay Ridge 

A sunny, studio on the 
third floor of a six-floor co- 
op at 20 93rd St. was sold 
for $54,000 last week. It 
was on the market for 30 
days. 

The low price tag resulted 
from the formidable renova- 
tions that are required on both 
the kitchen and bathroom. 
Still, the apartment is half a 
block from Shore Road and 
its water views and parks, 
and the building is described 
as being under good manage- 


BUYING 


AND 


SELLING 



304 Hicks St. 

ment and with a family-like, 
community feel. The 400- 
square-foot studio was sold 
by Velsor Realty. 

Brooklyn 

Heights 

A four-story brownstone at 



20 93rd St. in Bay Ridge 


88 Livingston St. 

304 Hicks St., between State 
and Joralemon streets, is in 
contract for $1,675,000. The 
sale is being brokered by 
Fillmore Real Estate. 

The townhouse has been 
used by just one family 
since it was built in 1930. 

The building features 
original details, including 
tin ceilings, crown moldings 
and a crystal chandelier, and 
contains floor-to-ceiling 
windows that are 15 feet 
high on some of the floors. 

There are six bedrooms 
and four bathrooms, as well 
as a backyard walkway that 
begins at a sitting area be- 
hind the house and which di- 
vides two slightly elevated 
gardens. 

It has been on the market 
for less than a month. 


REAL ESTATE CLASSIFIEDS • TO ADVERTISE CALL 718-834-9161 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

77 Street and Ridge Boulevard. Five 
room/Two bedroom apartment with 
balcony on second floor of two fam- 


new hardwood floors throughout, 
skylights, new fully tiled bathroom. 


washer/dryer and refrigerator with 
icemaker. $1 700/month (No Fee) 
Credit Check/application required. 
Call owner at (718) 748-9596. w33 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

4 rooms with parquet floors through- 

Convenient to highways and shop- 
ping. Near all major transportation. 
$1,375. Gas, electric, and heating 
included. Ref. req. ( 718 ) 748 - 4047 . 
Avail, in Sept. 


Bensonhurst 

1 st floor 1 BR, 5 room apt. in pri- 
vate house w/large front porch. 
Near N & W trains and shopping. 
$1, 200/mo. All utilities included. 

(718) 259-1316 


HOUSES 


For Sale / New Jersey 



Why rent? 

OWN A HOME WITH 
YOUR OWN STUDIO SPACE IN 

south Orange/Maplewood, nji 

* Affordable homes • Beautiful parts 

* Low interest ‘'Prism 1 ’ secondary mortgages 

* Local galleries * Live jazz 
28 tributes by train to NYC Penn Station 

Visit us at www.twotowoi.org or call 

l'AOO'CLOSE BY for free information kit or tour 


t 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bensonhurst 

70th St. bet. 17th & 18th 
Aves. 3-1/2. $875. Near all 
transportation and shopping. 
By owner. 

(718) 837-1807 


Boro Hall/Metro Tech 

5 mins to Wall Street; 2 studios with 
separate bedroom; exposed brick 
wall; High ceilings; Wall to wall car- 
peting; Air-conditoned; Avail. Aug. 1 , 
2003; $1,250 monthly; NO BRO- 
KER'S FEE. Call (718) 522-1118. 


Brooklyn College 

3BR apt. Renovated kit/bath 
Freshly painted. Terrace, par 
quet floors, neartransporation 
Avail, immed. No fee. Security 
$1 200/mo. Owner (718) 859 
4420 


Park Slope/5th Avenue 

Sunlight, Hardwood Floors, All new appli- 
Love Pets! Call (718) 768-5400 Ext 13. 


Park Slope/5th Avenue 

NO FEE - $1250. Lots of rooms! Newly 
rate den/study, dining area, kitchen with all 


train. Call (718) 768- 


Windsor Terrace 


OK. $1, 800/mo. ( 718 ) 768 - 5324 . 


The numbers just don't lie... 

Five beautiful islands 
Eight hundreed fifty acres of water 
+ Forty homesites allowed on the entire lake 


= One Rare and Exclusive find 

l 2Po^nSpy J 

a South Carolina 

For Sale by Owner 

2,500 Luxurious Sq.Ft. 3 BR / 2 'h Baths 
On the Water $339,000 

Call Hunter for pictures and more details. 

( 800 ) 868-1615 

mobile (803) 283-7373 

www.diamondpointedeals.com 



For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
8c Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 
www.Sublet.com 
Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT R48 


To Share / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

Share available in Bay Ridge 
apartment. Pets OK. Smoking 
OK. Woman preferred. 

(718) 491-3346 ^ 

Windsor Terrace 

Very near F train and Prosepct Park. 
Share beautiful spacious apartment w/ 
open livingroom, raised dining room 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


Brooklyn Heights 

Stunning IBRon Remsen Street. 
Totally renovated to a very high 
standard. 650 sq.ft, approx. 
Incdredible price for this location 

$235,000 & 10% down! Call 
owner: (718) 643-3264. w32 

Clinton Hill 

1 Bedroom condo available for immediate 
sale in the Clinton Hills section of Brooklyn on 


occupied. The unit has hardwood floors, 1 .5 
baths, updated appliances, full size front load 

located on the 2nd floor and gets plenty of sun- 
light. Asking price of $239,000, common 


Park Slope 

Lge studio w/sep. kit, renovated 
brownstone in heart of Park 
Slope. W/D included. Call owner. 

(718)499-6010. w33 

Pk Sip/Windsor Ter. 

For Sale by Owner. SPECTACULAR, 
Sunny, 2BR/2bath LOFT-DUPLEX 
CONDO. Private Parking, 650 sq.ft. 
Private Deck. High Ceilings. WBF, W/D, 
New Boiler. Lots of Closets. 2 SKY- 
LIGHTS. Central heat and air. Steps 
from Prospect Park, F Train and Bus. 
No pets. No taxes, no fee! Asking 
$539,000. Call owner: ( 718 ) 369 - 9556 . 



GREAT 

GETAWAYS 


SUMMER RENTALS 



"As Low As $39 Per Night!" 

DISNEY FALL 
GETWAWAY SALE 

Hotels - Suites - Condos - Homes 

1-800-749-4045 Ext. 78 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Oakwood, SI 

2 Family Ranch. (1 Br Rental.) 
Near all. In ground pool, garage. 
$625,500. Owner: (917) 582- 
5475. C 32 




List your apartment, 
co-op, condo or house 

FREE 

in Brooklyn's largest-circulation 
weekly newspapers 


NO FEE - NO OBLIGATION 


Brooklyn Classifieds 

Call 718 - 834-9350 ext 250 

24/7 to place your ad 


Greenport, LI 

Charming Fishing Village. 6 
week summer rental. $2,000. 
3rms. Sleeps 3 or 4 people. Walk 
to water, town & LIRR. (718) 
745-8554 or (917) 209-7066. 


Wrightsville, Beach, NC 

Ocean Front Condos. 
For rates & info: 

(718) 668-2063 


INSURANCE 























